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Negislative Council.
Thursday, 12th December, 1918,

The PRESIDENT took tue Chair at 3 p.m,,
and read prayers.

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice’’ see ¢ Minutes
of Proecedings.’’]

SITTING DAYS, ADDITIONAL,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H.P.
Colebatch—EBast) [3.2]: I move—

That for the remainder of the Scssion
the Council do meet for the despatch of
business at three p.m. on Fridays and Mon-
days, in addition to the days
ordered.

Hon. H. Stewart: Is it the intention that
the House shall meet on Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Tharsday at 3 pm.?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If the
motion is carried the hour will be fixed for
3 p.m. for Monday, Thursday, and Friday. If
on next Monday it is considered desirable to
meet at 3 o’clock on Tunesday and Wednes-
day, I take it it would be sufficient on. Mon-
day to move that the House at its rising ad-
journ until 3 pam. on the following day.

Question put and passed.

STANDING ORDER SUSPENSION.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Houn. H.
P. Colebateh—East) [3.3]: I move—
That for the remainder of the session
Standing Order No. 62 be suspended.
This is the Standing Order which prohibits
the taking of fresh business after 10 p.m.
Question put and passed.

RILL—CHURCH OF ENGLAND DIO-
CESAN TRUSTEES AND LANDS,

Wead a third time and passed.,

BILL—PCSTPONEMENT OF DEBRTS CON-
TINUATION.
Second Reading,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Flon. H. P.
‘Colebateh—Bast) [3.6] in moving the see-
ond reading said: This is one of the war
emergency Aets, which I think has worked
satisfaetorily. There have been no cowm-
plaints regarding it. Its administration has
been careful and sympathetie. Many eases
have arisen in which the cxistence of this
Act has breonght about good rosults, and I
think it is desirable that it should continue
in forec at all cvents until after peace is
declared. Tnless this Bill is ¢arried the Aet
would cease to have cffeet nt the end of the
year. I move— .

That the Bill be now read a seeond time.

Question put and passed.

Rill read a second fimo

already
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In Committee

Hon. W, Kingsmill in the Chair; the Co-
lonial Sceretary in charge of the Bill.

Clanse 1—agreed to.

Clause 2~—Continunation of Acts:

Hon. M. CARSON: I hope the Committee
will be given an assurance that the question
of the Statute of limitations will be entirely
fixedd vp by the next session of Parliament.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
matter has been carefully considered by the
Crown Law authorities, and it is considered
that an Act of Parliament will be neeecssary.
There is uno ocension for it now, and next
session will be ample time to introduce it.
Everything is in readiness for this.

Clause put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—ROADS ACT CONTINUATION.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Weon. 1.
P. Colecbatch—East) [3.10] in moving the
second reading said: This Act has becn con-
tinned in operation from year to year for
some time past, always with the intention
that 2 consolidating measure would be in-
troduced. That conselidating measure has
been propared, and it was intended te sub-
mit it to Parlinment this year. Tt is n tro-
mendonsly veluminous Bill, and after con-
sideration it was found that it would be im-
possible to get it through during the present
session. It is, however, intended to intro-
duce it enrly next session. In the meantime,
it is neccssary to continue the existing legis-
lation. I move—

That the Bill be now read
time,

Hon. A, SANDERSON (Metropolitan-Sub-
nurhan) [3.11]: The statement made by the
Colomial Seeretary is perhaps inevitable, but
will he most ungatisfactory to the road heards
interegted. Without trying to ask the impos-
sible of the Colonial Secrctary, may T he
allowed to suggest that the Bill, which is long
overdue, might be introduced at a very early
stage mext session, and referred to n select
committee. As far as T am concerned T would
he prepared to take the epinioh of three mem-
bers of this Chamber, and if they gave me an
assurance that they had gone carefully through
the whole Bill, and that there were half a dozen
points they wished to diseuss, I Dbelieve we
could put the Bill through in a short time,
Simultanecusly, it might be possible to adopt
that precedure clsewhere. It is intolerdble
that these read hoards should have te go on
in this way. Ministers make these statements
in good faith—I do not suggest anything else
—and we accept them in good faith, The fact
remaing that this Bill, of first-class importance
to the local governing bodies of this country,
is hung up year after year. Unless some
strong protest is made, and wunless Ministers

give the matter their most eareful considera-
$ram T Ffanl catiafad that o $hiia fivan machk 1o e

a second
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we shall be in exactly the same position we
are in now. Without impugning the good faith
of Ministers in their statements, I do ask them
to take into their most eareful consideration
the suggestion that I now make.

Question put and passed.

Rill read a second time,

In Committee.

Hon, W, Kingsmill in the Chair;
oninl Scerctary in charge of the DBill,

Clause 1—agreed to,

Clause 2—Continuation of Aect:

Hon. A. SBANDERSON: I thought I should
have had an answer from the leader of the
House.

The Colonial Seeretary: I thought T made
the matter clear in my second reading apecch.

Hon. A. BANDERSON: We simply had the
customary assurance. If we amend this clanse
to make it read either the 30th June or the
31st July, and then let the Government bring
in a Bill every month, say after the 31st July,
until we have this measure dealt with, I think
it would be received with mueh appreciation
and thankfulness by the rvoad hoards of this
country, These Dhoards are doing admirable
work and are being hampered by the postpone-
ment which has taken place, I think, five times
in the introduection of this consolidating BRill

The COLONTAT, SECRETARY: T hove the
hon. member will accept the assurance that I
gave in moving the sceond reading. I am
quite in aceord with everything he has said in
regard to the delay, which has been extra-
ordinary, At the same time, cireumstances
have bheon extraordinary. The Bill has heen
prepared, and the Minister for Works has
given a dcfinite assurance in another place
that it will be introdueed at the beginning of
next session. Tt is his intention, because of the
gize of the Bill, that it shall be raferred to a
gcleet committee, for it would be impracticabla
for the House as a whole to deal clanse hy
clanse with a Bill of such magnitude.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: Of course I accent
that assurance, but in view of that assurance
what ohieetion counld there be, in order to
compel this mntter to come before us, to
altering the date to, say, the 30th Aueust?
This wonld be no refleetion on the hona fides
of Ministers or their honourable intentions,
hut it would eompel the Govermment to bring
this matter up in the early part of noxt
sesgion. To make the date the 30th Sontem-
ber would not be any reflection on the hona
fides of Ministers, but wonld comncl them ani
Parliament to review the situation. I move
an amendment—

That, in line 4, the words ‘¢‘31st day of
December?’ be struck out, and ‘30th day of
September’? inserted in liew.

Hon. G. J. G. W. MILES: I have pleasure
in supporting the amendment, which enables
us to enter an emphatic protest against the
treatment we have received in the way of busi-
ness being rushed through the Tast hours of
the scssion,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I hope the
amendment will not be agreed to, becanse even
assuming that the consclidating Bill is intro-

the Col-
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duced, as it will be, at the beginning of next
session, I doubt very much the possibility of
passing it through both Houses by the time
stated. It will simply mean that another econ-
tinuation Bill will be necessary, putting Par-
liatnent to needless trouble.

Hon, J. F. ALLEN: I understand a consoli-
dating Bill is already prepared, and I suggest
that in the interval between this session and
the next that measure might be submitted to
the road boards for their consideration,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I fear the
proeedure suggested by Mr. Allen would be
regarded as rather irregular. Parliament
might hold that such a course represented an
invasion of its privileges, Members of Par-
liament, T helicve, consider themselves en-
titled to the first view of a Bill

Hon, J. . ALLEN: I have sat on two

.munieipal conferences years ago, and one of

the pringipal matters considered was a Muni-
cipalities Bill. The same course was adopted
in the ease of the Health Bill, which was sub-
mitted to the health boards of the State.

Amendment put and negatived,

Clause put and passed.

Title—agreei to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—SALE OF LIQUOR REGULATION
ACT CONTINUATION,

Second Reading

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P.
Colebateh~—T3ast) [5.21]: This is a Bill to
continue an Aet which was passed in the early
days of the war, its purpose being to give the
Government power to close licensed howses in
any part of the State at any time of disorder
or turmoil. It has not been found necessary to
apply provisions of this nature, for the reason
that the l'ederal Clovernment, acting uvnder
a similar measnre, have closed hotels when-
ever they theught it was nceessary, T think
it Dighly desirable, however, that our Aect
should remain on the statute-hook, for the pre-
sent at all events. My own lnpression is that
this Act shonld be embodied in our licensing
law, thus forming a permanent piece of our
legistation. The Government shonld at all
times have power to close hotels during periods
of disorder and distnrbance. T do not think
any Government would be likely to abuse the
power.  An instance oceurred ounly recently,
when on the oceasion of the signing of the
Pence Armistice by Amstrin we had trovhle
in one of our districts. The populace ceased
work and started to eclebvate.  What then
veeurred was that the hotel keeners, of their
on volition, closed their hotels, and kept them
closed for about a day and a half, when the
whole trouble was over, But they knew very
well that this Act wounld be put in force if
they did not do so, Although T do not deubt
for a moment that most of the hotelkeepers,
if not nll of them, were quite willing to close,
still, had there been one amongst the whole
mimber who was unwilling to do the right
thing, the faet that this Act was in foree
would have compelled him to fall in with the
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wishes of the majority. Therefore, I think it
‘avould be a great mistake to allow the Act to
lapse, and 1t is well worth consideration
. whether the Aect should not form a permanent
. provision of our legislation. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcetera.
Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
CONTINUANCE.

Second Reading.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon, H. P.
Colebatch-—East) [3.26]: This Bill is intended
to continue what is known as the nine to nine
provision in regard to the trading hours of
-hotels. T think it is generally admitted that
‘the measurc has operated to the advantage of
the commumity generally; and the necessity
for restrietion in the hours of hotel trading
will be just as great during the next few
months as it has been during the past two or
‘threc years. So far as I am aware, no argu-
sment has been advanced against the continu-
jance of this measure; and I move—
| That the Bill be now read 2 second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

! In Committee, eteetera.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
sbate, reported without amendment, and the
ireport adopted.

" BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
‘ AMENDMENT,
E Second Reading.
/" The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Houn H. P.
iColebateh—Tast) [3.28] The object of this
ill is merely to continue the existing Indus-
tries Assistance Aet. TUnder the Act as it
§tan('|s, the operation of the measure would
gease on the 30th March, 1919. The objeet of
the present Bill is to continue the operation
until the 30th Mareh, 1920, No alteration or
amendment, apart from that, is made in the
Act as it now stands. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.
Hon. A. SANDERSON  (Metropolitan-
dnburban) [3.29]: I really am driven to the
conclusion that there is a good deal in the
argument that this House fulfils no wseful
public purpose. Here is this particular meas-
nre, the Industries Assistance Act, the im-
pertance of which need not be emphasised in
this Chamher. One of the most valuable re-
ports that T have scen on Western Australian
public affairs was laid on the Table of fhis
House the other day, T believe. Tt must have
been comparatively recently, because I always
:urn over the papers on the Table; and it was

only the other day that T came across this one,

If there is one paper that should have been
printed and distributed amongst members, so
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that they might have an opportunity of care-
fully analysing it and going through the fig-
ures, it is this report. I was even with some
hesitation that I removed it from the Table to
this bench. I would like to get hold of a copy
of such a report at least one month before
the matter comes up for public discussion in
order to be able to grasp the details of the
work of the department. I want to know why
the Government do mot take an intelligent
part in the conduet of the affairs of this coun-
try, instead of adopting the precedurs of rush-
ing legislation through here in the last week,
and refusing to give us these papers. I can-
not go through them and mark them, or cuf
out the portions that are of special interest,
and unless T an able to do that, how can 1
he expected to do the work I am sent here to
discharge. The financial position i3 para-
mount; we have our responsibilities, but we
have no opportunity of cither understanding
these questions, or when we do understand
them we have no opportunity of bringing them
forward and discussing them amongst our-
gelves. I make this reference as emphagising
the position I take up. I bhave already an-
nounced that I intend to devote as muel time
as I ean spare to what I call the State trading
econcerns, and if there is one that wants un-
derstanding more than any other it is the In-
dustries Assistanece DBoard. The Minister
stated that he was affronted by the comments
I made, becaunse I said I did not put any re-
liance on the figures supplied to us until we
had an opportunity of malking our own in-
quiries. What do I find now? That in the par-
ticular balance sheet of the State Sawmills—I
only give this as an illustration—there is a
digerepaney of £30,000 in the figures, We
kuow, of course, that Ministers have not got
to that depth of degradation that they delib-
erately put figures in these reports with the
intention of misleading us. I do not suggest
that for a mowment.

Houn. J, Nicholson: Xt may be a elerical
crror.

Hon., A. SANDERSON: It is a question of
the different. way of looking at these things.
All business men and all aceountants are
wrestling every day of their lives with similar
things. Our State trading econcerns are in a
deplorable position from a financial point of
view, and it is essential, if we are to have a
legitimate disenssion on the position of affairs,
that we should have all the papers put before
us. We are asked not to delay husiness but
to put it through, and that everything will
be all right next year, If I had the time to
go through these things, and work out the fig-
ures, I feel satisfied I would be able to assist
hon. members and they, too, would be in a
similar position, to put before the country the
cxact position of affairs, The one grave ob-
jection to this method of doing husiness is
that we waste so much time, instead of let-
ting me have this report which I have
new, three months ago, thus enabling me
to do all my work outside this Chamber, and
then snbmit to hon. members the result of
that labour, I am compelled to rush through it
or leave it alone, in which case, of eourse, I
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am neglecting my business. We have before
ug gix Bills of prime importance, principally
affecting the finaneial position of the country.
What are we supposed to be doing? Are we
suppesed to be attending to the business of
the country? I might be permitted to guote
one set of figures from the report of the In-
dustries Assistance Board. The report shows
the financial statement regarding assisted set-
tlers to the 31st March, 1918. The position is
divided into good accounts, fair aecounts,
doubtful accounts, and bad accounts. The
figures run into something over a million and
a quarter under the heading of advances, but
I will not detain the House by alluding to them
in detail. There are certainly over a couple
of thousand sclectors and we are asked now
to put through this legislation, which will en-
able the Government and the board te go on
for another 12 months. Is that a satisfactory
state of affairs?

Hon, H. Millingten: What does the analysis
show?

Hon. A, SANDERSON: I have read it
throngh and the repert whieh Mr., Richardson
submits may be said to be a report within a
report. Reading it the first time it struck me
as one of the most illuminating and helpful
eriticisms with regard to the land settlement
question. It is intimately connected with the
soldiers, and in fact is one of the best reports
I have seen in this State. It is writien by a
man whe must be admitted to be one of the
most levcl-beaded and experienced people in
this country connected with the settlement of
the land. I suppose this particnlar Bill must
be allowed to go through, T only rose to make
this protest, Looking at the wider question,
we are certainly putting a weapon in the hands
of the opponents of this House outside with
which to belabeour us, and that will surely
happen if we eontinue to conduect the business
in the monner we are doing.

On motion by Hon. J. W. Kirwan, dchate
adjourned.

BILL~—FORESTS."
In Committee.

Regumed from the Hth Deecember; Hon., W.
Kingsmill in the Chair; the Colonial Secretary
in charge of the Bill.

Postponed Clause 24—Hewing of railway
gleepera within State forests prohibited:

The CHATIRMAN: An amendment had been
moved by Mr. Millington that in paragraph
{a} all the words after ‘‘after’ in the first
line be struck out and ‘‘such area has been
cut over for saw milling purposes, or'’ he
inserted in lien.

Hon. II. MILLINGTON: When this amend-
ment was previously under diseussion the
leader of the Housc took exception to it on
the score that it did mot clearly define the
position. T recognise that. But I nlso say
that the interpretation of the clause as it
stands depends upon other provisions of the
Bill and upon the regulations. I moved the
amendment beecause I considered that, as at
present drafted, the clause does not even

[COUNCIL.]

give opportunity for making provision for
those whom I desire to see conmsidered. The
view taken by the timber hewers is that
their interests are not protected by tha
elanse, If the timber hewer is to be allowed
to ply bis ealling, we must have a guarantee
that he will be so allowed. With all due
regard to the importanee of the industry, we
have to consider men as well as trees.
There are in the timber distriets many men
who, in their spare time, hew sleepers in
order to ecke out a liveliipod. I think those
men, ag well as the returned soldiers, are
entitled to consideration. It would be a
calamity if the timber hewer were to be sud-
denly banished from the forests. If the tim-
ber hewer is to go, I should like him to be
permitted to go gradually, and so avoid dis-
location. Although the amendment does not
set out cverything eclearly, yet it is eap-
able of being administered sympathatieally,
in which case it will allow of the timber
hewer being displaced gradually instead of
abhruptly, On a striet interpretation the
clause as it stands means that if in an area
of, say, 1,000 acres there werc onc tree suit-
able for sawmilling, the Conservator would
be justified in refusing to allow a hewer on
that area. I caunot offer any better solution
nf the present difficulty than that presented
in my amendment. All T wish to provide
for iz that the hewer shall have the right
to go inte a bush after it has been cut over
for sawmilling purposes. Whatever may be
said of the intention of my amendmeat, no
one can contend that the clause makes the
provigsion which many of us feel to be neces-
sary.  Although on two or three oceasions
T have said here that it is the policy of the
Congervator te cut out the timber hewer as
far as possible, that statement has not heen
contradicted. The Celonial Seeretary, instead
of denying it, sought to justify the position
by reading a report sctting out the waste in-
volved by the work of the sleeper hewers,
and making it as high as 75 per cent,
which is empbhatieally contradicted by re-
recognised authorities on the subject. Glearly,
therefore, the policy of the Goveraoment is to
cut ont the timber hewer, and personally I
wish to avoid the preposed sudden tran-
sition, ¥f the Government cannot make some
suggesticn whieh will get over the diffieulty,
I hope the amendment will be carried.
Threughont the discussion no sympathy has
been shown by the Minister for the sleeper
kewer, and no attempt made to get over the
difliculty T have alluded to.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I ad-
journed the discussion on this clause in order
that during the week-end consideration might
be given to the matter; because I took the
same view as moat hon. members, namely
that if we are going to put in the Bill a
provision, whether expressly or impliedly,
giving a privilege to returned soldiers, it
should be clear and definite. T do not think
Mr. Millington’s amendment would make the:
position very much clearer than it is at
present. Bot I understand that Mr. Cornell
has an amendment. If that amendment ig
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of the kind T am led to believe it is, 1L shall
be glad to aceept it, in order that thus posi-
tion of the roturned soldier may thereby he
made perfectly clear.

Hon. B. M. CLARKE: In regard to para-
graph (a), T'am sure that if a sawmill cannot
get a sleeper out of a log the hewers cannot.,
The sawmill ean deal with a treec the grain
of which is twisted, whereas the hewer can
split only straiglit trees. This provision, T
thinlk, is giving but very little to the timber
hewer. in regard to a locality from which,
in the epinion of the Conservator, it is im-
possible to draw timber fer sawmilling pur-
poses, I may say I have seen places from
which it scems utterly impossible to draw
any timber for the mill, nrotwithstanding
which the mill has suceecded, with the aid
of steam, in getting oubt nli the timber it
wanted. Paragraph (a) is virtually no con-
-wession at all, becanse it is impossible to
split a straight sléeper out of eurly grain,
whereas the sawmill ean take any sort of
grain. If this is a concession to the timber
hewer, it is a very small one.

Hon, .F. NICHOLSON: TUnless the Com-
nmittee agree upon some definite protection
to the hewer, and something which wonld be
acceptable not only to those interested in
hewing but in the preservation of our for-
ests it would still be & matter of difficulty to
pass this clause and reach finality with the
Bill. The question might be referred to a
peleet committee. T think this would get
over the difficulty.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: T support Mr.
Millington’s amendment. T am not tied to
the returned seoldier as a hewer in this con-
neetion. There are other men who have
been hewing in our forests for a number of
yenrs for the purpose of enahling them fto
c¢arry on the holdings which they have on ad-
jacent country, These people are also de-
serving of consideration, Tf we tie ouwr-
selves down to the veturned soldier as a
hewer, what compensation are we to give to
those settlers T have mentioned? During the
past year or twoe the Vietorian Government
have called upon hewers from this Stote to
talke np work in their forcsts, and numbers
of hewers have left this State as a conse-
quence. There are other timbers which are
not mentioned here in conncetion with hew-
ing, sueh as bridge timbers, and beams and
tics that are required for railway consbrue-
tion and other works. There is no specifie
provision in this Bill for the hewing of tim-
ber of this class and railway sleepers alone
nre specified.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I take it
that Mr. Corncll’s amendment would have
sprecedence over that moved by Mr, Milling-
ton., Perhapa Mr. Millington would tempor-
arily withdraw his amendment in order that
the Committee might determine whether or
not they would agree to Mr, Cornell’s amend-
ment.,

The CHATRMAN; The question before the
Houge iz Mr. Millingten’s amendment.

Hon. H. MTLLINGTON: I am not pre-
‘pared to withdraw my amendment. I do not
ontirely acree with Mr OCoarnell’a amend-

14935

ment, and do not helieve that the returued
soldier who was a sleepor hewer would agree
either, I do not think that the men who
went away to fight wish to have legislation
brought in which would exclude their
fathers, brothers or friends from following
their occupations as hewers, Whatever is
dong n thig respect ought to be done for the
glecper hewer generally, and not given to the
returned soldier as & concession. It is about
time we ceased talking about giving special
concessions to returned seoldiers, and saw
that they got a fair deal and their citizen
rights restored. :

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment before
the Committee deals with the question of
the locality in which hewing may be done,
and pot with the personality of the hewers.

Hon., H. MILLINGTON: These are my
reasons tor not being prepared to withdraw
my amendment.

Hon, J. A. GREIG: T am opposed to the
amendment, I am noet prepared to concede
anything further than is given in the elause.
Y am out to aboelish sleeper hewing in the
forests, I have seen so much waste that I
think to give the returned soldier what is
left after the mill has been through is not
fait to him. Therc are, however, places in
steep gnlleys Dbetween hilla in which prob-
ably n few returned soldiers might male
somcthing out of the industry. The only
alterntion I should like to see in the elnuse
is ‘the addition of sueh words as ‘“‘and is a
discharged soldier.’’ Apart from that T am
not prepared to give the sleeper hewer any
rights in the forest at all. We should pro-
vide for our rcturncd soldiers im some other
way.

Hon, JJ. EWING: I am afraid the hon,
memhber would be doing a great injury to the
Sovth-West if his proposal was earried into
cffect. I am in sympathy with Mr. Milling-
ton’s suggestion. The question, however, i3
such an important one and the Government
apparently o not intend to hack down that
T think it would e better to postpone the
clause and refer it to a select committee, so
that we might take their decision into con-
sideration on Monday next. Suech select
committee might consist of the leader of the
House. Mr. Nicholson, Mr. Millington, and
Mr., Cornell, and I think these gentlemen
would be able fo bring something of a fair
nature before the House.

The CHATRMAN: The clanse itself cannot
be referred to a select committee, but it is
competent to members to refer the Bill to
such a eommittee,

Hon. J. EWING: Could T not have the Bill
referred to a seleet committee for iLhe pur-
pose of considering this partieular clause?
Thig is a matter of paramount importance to
men who have been earning their living in
the South-West for many vears pnst, As
it is at present thig will mean the dislocation
of their employment, and I for one do nof.
intend to sce that carried ont. Tf this claunse
were postpened the rest of the Bill might be
gone on with.

Thoe CHATRMAN: It would he impossible
to carrvy out the course snecested by the hon.
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member. If a sclect committes ig appointed,
it is appointed to consider the Bill, and all
procecdings in Committee tust cease until the
report of the select vommittee is made on the
whole Bill, We have no definite Standing
Order upon the question as to the stage at
which a Bill may be referred to a select com-
mittee, ‘‘May,’’ however, on page 470, is per-
fectly definite, and says that a motion to refer
a Bill to a seleet committee can be made al-
though the Bill is under consideration by the
Committee of the whole House. That refers
to the whole Bill and not a clause of it. Mr.
Ewing cannot move his. amendment while the
Committee i8 congidering another amendment.

Hon, J, EWING: T aslk the Colonial Secre-
tary to postponc the eclanse, and give us an
opportunity of further considering it. We
shonld have some opportunity of getting to-
" gether those men who are interested, and see
if something cannot be devised for overcom-
ing the difliculty. It would be better to have
a meeting such as I suggest.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Perhaps it
would be better to postpone consideration of
this ¢lanse and consider the remaining clauses
of the Bill. The measure might then be re-
ferred to a select comnittee, and would go to
them on the understanding that they should
deal with this particular  clause ouly. My
only desire is to gef something reasonable,
and I have no objection to the course pro-
posed. : -

Hon. &, J. G W, MILES: I suggest, in
regard to the amendment, that the following
words might be added to the clause—"*That
does not contaic more than three loads in the
round of timber.’” The forests are classified,
and a first elass forest averages seven or eight
foads per acre. The addition of the words I
suggest would get over the difficulty.

Hen, A, SANDERSON: These various pro-
posals are very intercsting, but they make
diseussion difilenit. T undetstand Mr. Milling-
ton’s amendment to bhe the business before
the Committee, Although I am satisfied that
the entire Bill should be adjourncd for re-
consideration, still, as we are going on with
the discussion, T shall support the Bill. Mr,
Greig has eclearly stated that he wishes to
abolish the hewer., Mr. Millington, on the
other hand, i3 trying to protect the hewer,
whether he is a returned soldier or not.

Hon. H. Millington: Temperarily,

Hon. A, SANDERSON: While I extremely
regret, and am ¢ven shocked by, the opinion of
timber experts that hewing must soon cease,
still we st accept that opinion. Mr. Mil-
lington’s proposal seems the best way of meet-
ing the diffienlty temporarily, Without using
the threat of ome hon, member, I ecortainly
urge that the leader of the House shonld eon-
sider the position.

Hon. Sir K. H. WITTENQOOM: After care-
ful considcration I have scome to the eon-
elngion that T might support Mr. Millington ’s
amendment. Mr. Cornell’s amendment extends
guch wide preference to hewers that I am
compelled to ohjeet to it rather. I understood
from Mr. Cornell that it was his intention
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that hewers should enter virgin forest before
the mill fallers.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Under the clause as
it nmow stands, the aetivities of the indis-
eriminate hewer are closely curtailed. But the
hewer who has been on active scrvice receives
rothing whatever of substantial value nuder
the clanse, T therefore move a further amend-
ment-—

That the follewing be added to the clause:
¢ Notwithstanding the provisions of this
scetion it shall (subject to the provisions of
_Bection 75 of this Act) be lawiul for any
person holding an active service discharge
from the Australian Imperial Forces, who
satisfies the Conservator that immediately
prior to enlistment he was engaged in the
oceupation of hewing railway sleepers, to
hew timber for railway sleepers on the arca
of auy timber concession, lease, or permit
granted hefore or aftes the commencement
of this Act; but no snch permit shall he
granted within any virgin forest.”’

The issue is clear. The Committee have gone
a eerfpin way, and all that my amendment
asks iz that Parliament should not alter to
any material extent the position of the hewer
whe went on active service. But, as it stands,
this elause docs materially alter his position,
and does not leave his old job» open to the
sleeper hewer. Tf my amendment is earried,
I shall, Inter, move a new clause providing
that the coacession shall remain in foree for
four and a half years and no longer. Virgin
forest is peculiarly hard to define, but what I
am after is that the soldier hewer shall be
permitted, as hefore 1914, to go on almost
any forest country.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Mr. Cor-
nell’s proposed definition of virgin forest is
mich that there would be ne more virgin
forest. I would be prepared to agree to the
amendment if Mr., Cornell propesed a defini-
iion of virgin forest which might be regarded
as reasonable—say such a definition as that
ruggested by Mr. Miles.

Hon, ¢. J. G. W. MILES : I would sup-
port the amendment if the definition of virgin
forest were ‘timber land containing not more
than three loads in the round per acre.’’

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I move
an amendment on the amendment—

That the words ‘‘for the purpose of this
section ‘virgin forest’ means land from
which no timber has been drawn’’ be struck
ont, and the following inserted in licu:—
TAny aren may be classified as virgin for-
est which will yield for saw milling pur-
poses more than three loads of round tim-
ber to the acre.’’

Hon, J. CORNELL: I have given consid-
eration to the definition put forward by thé
leader of the House, and I am satisfied that
that definition does not allew the soldier
hewer anything like the same scope as he had
prior to eulistment. For that reason I ro-
jected that definition when drafting my
amendment  which appears on the Notice
Paper. There are members of this Committee
whe know the exact position of the sleeper
hewer who. enlisted in 1914, I want that posi-
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tion preserved for him as nearly as possible.
The only other definition which would, in a
sense, conserve the soldier hewer’s position,
wonld be to this effect, ‘‘For the purpose of
this scetion ‘virgin forest’ means any forest
Innds in the possession of the Crown not held
under u timber concession, lease, or permit.’’
1 do not want the Chamber to give the re-
tarned soldiers something which amounts to
nothing. We want to try and embody in this
Pill somecthing like the privileges which ex-
inted belore 1914. .

Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom: D¢ you want
them to go into the virgin forests§

Hon. .J. CORNELL: Did they go there be-
farc 19147 You will find that they did.

Amendment (Colonial Secretary’s) put and
a division faken with the following result:—

Ayes .. .. o L.on
Noes .. e .. ..o 12
Majority against R |
AYES.
Hon, ¢. F. Baxter Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon, H. I'. Colebateh Hon, A. Sanderson
Hon, J. Duffell Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. J. A, Greig Hon, Sir 1.1, Wiltenoom
Hon, V. Hamersley Houn. H. J. Saunders
Ilon. G. W. Miles (Teller.)
Noks.
Hon, J. F. Allen Hon. J. W. Hickey
Hon, H. Carson Hon, J. W, Kirwan
Hon, E. M. Clarke Hon. H. Millingten
Hon, .J. Cornell Tarn, Y. Rose
Hon. J. Cunningham Hon. J. J. Holmes
Hon. J. E. Dodd (Teller.)
Hon. J. Ewing

Amendment thus negatived.

Amendment (Mr. Cornell’s) put and passed.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Tf the clause as it
stands fulfils the object of protecting the in-
tarests of the hewers it has my support, but I
. question whether it does. Tf the leader of the
House says that the clause as it mow stands
earrics out what is wndoubtedly the intention
of the Gommittee, I shall be very glad to sup-
port it.

The COLONIAL SRCRETARY: I am not
eompetent to state what is the intention of
the Committee. I have not the slightest -doubt
the ¢lause, as it now stands, will protect the
hewer, but it will afford no protection what-
ever to the forests. One of the main intentions
of the Bill will have been destroyed by the
clause as it stands at present.

Clause, s amended, put and passed.

Postponed Clause 41—Revenue to be paid
into Treasury;

Hen. J. . ALLEN: On behalf of Mr.
Kirwan I move an amendment—

That after the word ‘‘revenune’’ in line
one the words ‘‘less the expenditurc’’ be
inserted.

The intention of the amendment is to prevent
‘the whole of the revenue derived under this
Bill from being absorbed to such an extent
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that the Consolidated Revenue of the Siate
migiit be called upon to make up the difference.
The administrative costs of the department
may increase to such an extent that there will
be no balanee left to meect the expenditure,
and it is proposed that half the revenue de-
rived is to be expended in various extensions
and the balance shall be paid into the Con-
solidated Revenue. The balance may mnot be
sufficient to meet the inercased cxpenditure of
adninistration which may be incurred under
the Bill, and the amendment provides that the
first charge shall be the administrative ox-
penditure of the department and the balanee,
if any, shall be divided equally hetween the
extension of forest work and payment into
Consolidated Revenue.

The* COLONIAL: SECRETARY: [ do not
know whether members sufficiently realise how
nrgent it is that moncy should be provided to
repair the damage that kas been done in the
past. The swm asked for, half of the gross
revenue, is not likely to be adequate for the
purpose, and if it is to be cut down by de-
ducting half the expenditure, the amount left
over will be entirely inadequate for the pur-
poses for whieh it is required. Two years ago
an additional royalty of 1s, per lomd was put
on all timber and that was put on with the
understanding that the money so received ahould
be put back into the forests em improvement
work., That has not been dome. The extra
royalty went into general revenue, simply he-
cause there was no maclinery for applying the
undgubted purpose for which that royalty was
imposed. In 1914 the gross rcvenue of the de-
partment was £50,000 and the cost of rum-
ning the department was £12,000, leaving
£38,000, whick went to the 'Treasury. The
greater part of the revenue is raised by
royalty, and the amownt received for
lease rents  is  at  the present time
£10,000. That will be gradually increas-
ing as the holders of the timber leascs
ent out country and surrender their leases.

"The revenue of the department would be ap-

proximately doubled by this increased royalty.
If half the gross revenue goes to the Forestry
Department there iz no reason why the Tren-
gury should be appreciably worse off than it
was before. Under the New South Wales For-
est Act of 1916 one half of the gross incoma
of the department is earmarked for use in re-
generation and other remunerative forest work.
Victorin at the present time is providing for
the paypmont each year into a forest fund of
£40,000 for forestry purposes, and in addition
when the gross inecome from royalties, ete.,
and the sale of forest produce exceeds £80,000
annually half of this will go into the forest
fund. In Now Zesland Mr. Massey recently
aunnounced that the Government had decided
on a forest policy and that the sum of £150,000
a year wounld be furnished as n preliminary for
the improvement of the Dominjon forests. The
forests of Victoria and New Zealand arc in a
fair way to beeome much more important
than they are at present, but they do nmot con-
tain any greater potentialities than the forests
in this State. I think the amount involved is
not 80 great, although it would be o great niis.
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take to curtail the opportunities of the For-
estry Department in the way sggested.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The amendment
seems to be on sound lines, and the illustra-
tions given by the Colonial Secretary ‘confirmg
the desirability of supporting it. This coun-
try is financially embarrassed, but has a greut
asset in its forests. We must cat our cuat
according to our cloth, and say Low much we
are able t¢ pay over to this Warest DNepart-
ment. The reference toe New South Wales is
worthless. The Bill was put through while the
Standing Orders were suspended, and only
about a column and a half of ‘‘Hansard’' os-
cupied by the debate. The whole thing was
rushed through without consideration.  New
Zealand is a rich country, and they say they
are going to make a grant of £150,000 for
looking after the forests there. In Vietoria
too they have given a specific grant of money.
Let experts tell us what amount shounld be allo-
cated to forest work in this State. Do not let
us have this dangerons proposal of half the
gross rovonue of the department being handed
back to the department. I undergtand that
the amendment moved by Mr, Allen would put
a stop to this,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I favour the proposal
suggested by Mr. Sanderson of setting aside o
sum of mouey for forestry.

The CHATRMAN: Hon, members will be
able to discuss the clause generally when this
amendment is disposed of.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Before the war the
department had a revenue of about £50,000
and the expenditure was about £12,000, the
balance going to the revenue of the State.
Can we afford to lose a sum of £40,000 from
our revenne in this way? Assuming the rev-
enug to be £50,000, £25000 will go to the
Conservator and the balance will be eaten up
in administrative expenses. The State, there-
fore, will get nothing out of its forests. The
present gencration is entitled to something
from that asset. Tnder Mr. Allen’s proposal,
assuming that the expenditure is £10,000 and
the revenne £50,000, £10,000 will be the first
charge on the £50,000, which wonld leave a
balanee of £40,000, half of whichk would go to
reafforestation and tho other half into general
revenue . The least the present generation canm
axpect is that we shall have not less than
£20,000 of the revenue of the Torest Depart-
ment in order to agsist in carrying on the
eountry,

Hon. BE. M. CLARKE: Our forosts ha've been
negleeted for many years and very little has
been done to restore them, T think this elausc
provides a fair way of doing it. We comnnot
go on cutting down timber and doing nothing
to replace it. We should go in for planting
and fostering not only our own timbers, but
imported timbers too. We have no seft woods
here.  What will the rising generation say,
when the timber becomes very valuable, if we
da not make some attempt to restore our for-
cats? T shall vote for the clause as it stands.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: I am not going fo
support the amendment, which will mean the
starving of the department. If we starve the
department, the Bill wiil be of no use. The

[COUNCIL.}

principle involved in the Bill will mean the
expenditnre of money, and we must face that.
I am going to vote for the clanse as it stands
in order to give the department a chance to
carry out ity poliey. '

Honr, J. F. ALLEN: I understand that it
was never intended that the forest administra-
tion should be a charge on the consolidated
revenue of the State in excess of the revenue
to be derived from the department, This
amendment appeals to me, for the renson that
in all propositions of this nature it is o sound
principle that the first charge upon the rev-
cnue sbould be its administration. If the
contention of the Colonial Seeretary is sound
that half of the balance Ieft would not be
sufficient for the projects which the Govern-
ment have in mind, that difficulty conld be got
over by altering the words ‘‘one half’’ to
f¢two-thirds or three-fifths,”’ or whatever
cther amount may he necessary., It is
possible that the expenditure may increase to
such an extent that it may exceed half the
gross revenug, and then the Consolidated Rev-
enue of the State will be called npon to make
up the balance, but the first charge upon the
revenue of the department should be for its
administration,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I should
like to remind Mr. Holmes that prior to the
war the revenwe was partly from rent but
chiefly from royalty, and that the royalty re-
cently has been doubled. I recognise there
is a good deal in the contention of Mr. Allen.
If it is the desire of the Commities that a
first ebarge on revenue shoull be the expendi-
ture, I shall be prepared to aceept the amend-
ment, provided it gives a reasonable chance
of our getting adequate revenue. If Subelause
2 were amended to three-fifths instead of one-
half, it would be aceeptable. The whole of
the cxpenses would be paid, and the State
would get two-fifths of the revenue, which is
more than it has had in the past. The effeet
would ba much the same as it s under the
present Bill, with the exception that if the
Bill stands as now, and the departmental
revenue is greatly increased, the State revenue
might suffer; but if the Bill were amended
as snggested and the department was ecareful
to keep down expenditure, then from their
threc-fifths they would get about as mueh as
they get now under the one-half.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Provided the expendi-
ture is made a firat charge on the revenue I
do not mind how the proportion is made up.
The first charge on the forest revenue shouhl
be the cost of administration. This would pro-
teet the rovenwne,

Hon. A, SANDERSON: Tf the Minister
were perfeetly free I believe he could produce
a clause that would meet with the approval
of the Committce. Ts the planting of a tree
to be put to the cost of administration® If
not, why should it not he? The proposal re-
presents a preminm on the spending of money
by the Conservator. To propose that all rev-
cnue, less expenditure, is to be paid into the’
Treasury, is to place a premium on extrava-
gance.
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The CHATRMAN: The hon. member is mak-
ing a mistake. The amendment iz in Sub-
elause 2.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The mistake is
mine. However, it i3 not of much conscquence,
beeause everrone who has spoken clearly
understands what we are after. The Minister
wants to get as much revenua as he ecan for the
Forestry Department.  There is a great deal
to be said for that; bot the proper wny to do
that is to come Dbefore Parliament periodieally
and say, ““We want £10,600 a yenr.”’

The Colonial Secretary: That would be of

no use; we want from £30,000 to £35,000 per
annum.
Hon, A. SBANDERSON: Weli, the constitn-

tional way, the honest way, and the sensible
way would be to come to Parliament and say,
““We want £30,000 per amnum for forest
work.’! The effect of the amendment on the
department would be to place a premium on
extravaganee, We shonld keep the control in
our own hands. If [ had my way the whole
clanse would come out, but on the principle of
half a loaf I am prepared to support the
amendment, The vesponsilility for not put-
ting things on 2 scund business hasis is not
on the Couservator, but on the Covernment.
If the Coloninl Recretary and the Fouse and
e the country would ngree to this elective Minis-
try business we would suppert him.

The CIEAIRMAN: The hon, member is
searcely speaking to the mmendment.

Hon. A. BANDERBON: My exeuse is the
desire to put the finances of the State on o
sound basis., T aceept the amendment as the
only hope we have of doing anything to pro-
teet our finanecial position.

Fon, J. J. HOLMES: T am glad the hon,
member i3 going to support the amendment.
1f he wirhes to control the Conservator he must
vote for it. The way to keep down the admin-
iastrative expenses is to make the expenditvre
the first charge on the revenue, and so provide
an additional surplus for reafforestation,
Knowing that the sole object of the Conser-
vator will be to create money for reafforesta-
tion, surely this is the proper method of pro-
cedure,

The COLONIAL: SECRETARY: In the
circumstances I ask that Mr. Allen temporarily
withdraw his amendment in ‘order to give me
an opportunity of amending the first two words
of the subelause. If the Committee is willing
to make those words ‘‘three-fifths’’ instead of
““onc-half’’ T will acecpt the hon, member’s
amendment.

Hon. J, F. ALLEN: T ask leave to tem-
porarily withdraw my amendment,

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I move an
amendment—

That in line one of Subelavse 2 the words
figne-half’’ be struck out and !‘three-
fifths’’ inserted in lieu,

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: The effect of ihat
would be that ‘three-fifths would go to the
Conservator and two-fifths to the Treasury.
I wish to protect the revenue to the extent of
the administrative expenses. If the leader of
the House thought the Conservator should have
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three-quarters instead of three-fifths I wounld
#ladly give it, after having made provision
that the administrative costs should be g first,
charge on the revenue,

Hon, V., HAMERSLEY: I fail to see auny,
great improvement in the amendment. I pre-
fer the elavse as it stands.

Hon. J. A, GREIG: I am preparcd to sup-
port the amendment to give threc-fifths of the
revenue, less the expenditure, It is giving a
little more to the Forestry Department, but I
think it is on sound lines. We are establish-
ing lhere another State department which
eomes under the Public Service Aet, and o
refuire to he eareful that the department does
not run inte merc cxpenditure than we havo
revenite to moet. I do not mind the Forestry
Department getting more than one-half so
long as it does not land the State in diffieul-
tics.  Our forests to-day are morc valuable
than they ever wifl be again in our time, and
they should show a substantial profit to-day.
The present day generation have a right to ex-
pect something from the forests. I do mnot
sce why the pioneers of the State should hove
to provide for future gencrations in every-
thing.

Hon, 'A. SANDERSON; I wish Mr. Greig
would speak a little oftener in Cominittee, he
i3 s0 clear. He now says that he supports the
amendinent beeause it will give more power to
the Forestry Department. I asseme that he ig
right, and I consider that is a good reason for
voting against the amendment. Tet us not
repeat the mistake made in onr original Con-
stitution Act of inserting a pereentage instead
of a speecifiec snm. Tt is stupidity to insert in
an Act of Parlinment n sum of which we do
not know the amount.

Ton, J, I', ALLEN: Some hon, members
seem to overlook the faet that the Colonialt
Seerctary intends to move an ameandment re-
moving this proviso from where it stands to
the end of paragraph (2). )

Hon. J. A, GREIG: Mr. Sanderson stated
he was in favour of the amendment reading
““onc-half of tho revenue less the expendi-
ture.’’ A half is equal to two and a half
fiftha. When that is altered to three-fifths,
Mr. Sanderson opposes the provision. )

The COLONIAT, SECRETARY: The aetual
dilference may be stated in these figures,
‘When the revenuc of the department reaches
the sum of £70,000, assuming that the expen-
ditnre is not decreased, then the department
will he in about the same position nnder the
proposed amendment as it would be if the
clause were pnssed as at present it stands.
Assuming that the revenue was £70,000 nnder
the elause as it now stands, the department
woulil receive £35,000, and £12 000 would go
in administrative expenses, and the balance
of £23,000 would go to the State. Under the
proposed amendment, with a revenuc of
£70,000, there would first be deducted £12,000
for oadministrative expenses, leaving a net
revenue of £58,000, of which the department
wounld receive three -fifths, which is £34,800,
just a triflo less than the one-half of the gross
revenue; the State, of ecourse wonld receive a
trifle more. But under the two proposed amend-
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ments there is this protestion, that if, as the
Bill stands, the expenditure is considerably
‘above the cxisting £12,009, then it would
bo Btate revenue and not departmental in-
come, If the amendments are earried ard the
adininistrative expenditure increases, then it
will be the department that will suffer. I am
inclined to think the amendments propose a
better way of cutting up the revenue.

Houn. G. J. G. W, MILES: The Colonial
Seeretary has just used the argument T ip-
fended to advance. With a revenue of £50,-
000, the department would receive £25,000 ;
then the cost of the deparsment is £12,000,
making a total deduction of £37,000. Under
the amendments, giving the department
threc-fifths, the department will have £2,000
less.

Hon. A, SANDERSON:; Mr. Greig tells us
ane thing, and the Colonial Secretary, very
properly, points “out the difference between
what the hon. member has said and the
axisting state of affairs. My difficulty in
Committec frequently is to know exactly
first of all what we want to do, and secondly,
when we have agreed on that, whether the
particular words will carry out our inten-
fion. What the department will receive de-
pends, as the leader of the House has ex-
plained, on circumstances,

Hon, H. STEWART: I am tired of sitting
still and listering to the discussion raging
gbout this thing. Private businesses, small
and large, are built up almost without excep-
fion from the profits made by them, Mr.
Sanderson gubseribed to that principle for
the Forastry Department, but because of a
slight difference he was going to vote the
opposite way. Now, however, the Colonial
Secretary’s speech has blown Mr. Sanderson
back again tho first way., [ will vote for the
amendment because it representa a sound
business prineciple, and becauge it will con-
stitute an inducement to the Conservator to
koep his working costs down to a low figure
and so obtain funds for improvements and
rc-afforestation.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon., J. F. ALLEN:
amendmaent—

That in Sub-clause 2, line 1, after the

I move a further

word ‘‘revenue’’ there be inserted ‘‘less’

than the expenditure.’’

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: I supgest that in-
stead of “‘less the expenditure?’ the mover of
the amendment should use the words ‘‘ascer-
tained after deduction of the expenditure.’’
That is three-fifths of the revenue less the
expenditure, My view ig that that is what
ig intended. I wish to secure to the depart-
ment the three-fifths of the revenue, so that
they can carry out the work of reafforesta-
tion and of makipg good the improvements
which are cssential in the department,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It seems
to me that by inserting the word ““net’’ be-
fore ‘‘revenne’’ we will get what we desire
in a simpler form, and a form which will be
rgadily understood.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. J. F. ALLEN: The suggestion of the
Coloninl Sceretary will meet the situation
and I will withdraw my ameadment to per-
mit of the word ‘‘net’’ being inserted.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment before
the Committec now is {o insert the word
‘'net’’ hefore ‘‘revenue.’’

Amendment put and passed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I have
alrcady informed hon. members that the pro-
vigo which appears at the end of the clouse
is therc improperly. Jt was intended to fol-
low Subclanse 2, I therefore move—

That the proviso be transposed to fol-
low Subclause 2.

Hon. J. EWING: Suppose the Bill is not
passed this session, will the Conservator be
able to go on with his work?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: We are going to
agree in a few hours to the expenditure of
hundreds of thousands of pounds without any
discussion whatever. What will be the peo-
sition this year or mnext year, I would like
to know,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: If this is the way
in which we are going t{o conduet business,
ihere is food for reflecetion for people out-
gide. I presume there will be a separate sct
of Estimates prepared by the Conservator
and put up for Parliament. I presume also
that the financial year will end on the 30th
June and when we meet in July next year
the Conservator will submit his Estimatcs to
Parliament. XIf he does not them the matter
will be in the hands of Parliament. We can
refuse him payment for bis staff: or do any-
thing we like.

Hon. H. STEWART: The provisc does not
say that the scheme for the cxpenditure shall
““first’’ be subjeet to the approval of Par-
liament., Will Mr. Sanderson support me if
T move to insert the word “‘first?’¢

Flon, A, Sanderson: Certainly.

Hon, H. STEWART: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 2 of the provise the word
‘‘firgt’* he ingerted after the word
ffghall.’’

This will provide that the scheme for expen-
ditnre shall be sohmitted anunallv. and shall
first be subject to the approval of Parliament.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I eonsider that would
embarrass the department. If the financial
year begins on the 1st July and Parlinment is
not in session, and Parliament does not ap-
prove of the Estimates, the Conservator can-
not go on. Ele eannot work a year ahead of
the Estimates. We will complicate his admin-
istration if we earry this amendment,

Hon. J, EWING: This money will be in
the hands of the Conservator and he will be
able to spend it without any other aunthority
than the Aet. Mr, Holmes is wrong in bhis
contention, The Conservator has to put up
certain plans hefore Parliament and he must
not spend one penny until he has the approval
of Parliament if the amendment is carried,
unless of course he works two or three years
ahend. T have no desire to impede the work
of the Conaervator.
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Hon. A. SANDERSON: T support the
amendment, and there should be no diffienlty
in putting it.through. I think that the plans
should he laid on the Table of the House 18
months hefore it is regmived to put them into
execution, setting forth the area of country
upen which it is intended to operate and
showing what it i3 intended to spend upon it.
Is it nurcascuable to ask that we should have
this seheme put bhefore ns in outline at least
18 wmonths ahead, otherwise it does not mat-
ter whether the clause goes through or notf
T would point out that 1 am 2 member of tho
Torest leapue myself, and am as much inter-
esteil in the sulxject as anyoue clse.

The COLONIAL S1ICRETARY: Does Mr,
SBanderson wish it to be thonght that he is
expressing the views of the Forest League on
this clause?

ITon. A. Sanderson: Certainly not.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: T venture
to say that there im no member of the Torest
Leagne who would endorse his views. The ex-
penditure applies only to the three-fifths
which it is agreed should be set apart for the
purposes of the department. It is unreason-
able to hamyper the operations of the depart-
ment hy saying that Lefore it does anything
at a1l it must first get approval for it, Par-
liament is well protected, for if the scheme
subinitted is not approved of it can be
stopped. The whole purpese of the clauvse is
to ensurc revenute to the department and a
continuity of poliey.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I hope Mr.
Stewart will withdraw his amendment. We
must give the Conservator credit for knowing
better thar most members of Parliament
what is desired to be done within the forests.
We can surely rely upon him to carry out his
work eatisfactorily. Tt i3 unneceessary to tie
hiz handa in this way.

Hon. H, STEWART: In Clause 2 we have
laid down a sound business prineiple.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: And you want to take
it away by this.

Hon. H. STEWART: There are many hon,
members who wonld have no difficulty in a
buginess undertaking in laying ocut a scheme
of work covering several years. It is laid
down that the Conservator should outline a
working plan on which he shall condnet his
forestry work. The only time when the in-
sertion of the word ‘‘first’? would eause any
trouble would be in the first year, for when
this scheme is first drawn up it will doubtless
cover o longer period than the 12 months, I
thaught the word might lead to a different
method of dealing with the finances of the
State, and to some light being thrown on the
matter, but in view of the attitude of the
Committee, I ask leave to withdraw the
amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn

Ion. J. J. HOLMES: The hon. metuber
has convineed me that this ought te go out of
the Bill altogether. The idea of giving the
Conservator three-fifths of the net revenue
with which to start oat on 2 policy of re-
. afforestation, and then to say that he must
first put wp his scheme to Parliament is ab-
surd. We have an expert at the head of the
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department, and I would therefore like to
move this oui altogether,

Hou. J. F. ALLEN: It is nccessary that
these things shonld be submitted to Parlia-
ment. 8¢ onc considers that Parliament is
capable of judging of the details of these
schenes, but any schewme involving an annual
expenditore should be approved by Parlia-
ment. The provision does not mean that tue
Conservator must anrually expend the amoung
collected during the previous year and paid
to snspense account, but that the scheme gen-
erally should be approved by Parliament,

Amendment put and passed.

Hen. J. F."ALLEN: On behalf of Mer,
Kirwan, T move a further amendment—

That at the end of Subclause 4 there be

:.dd(’afl ““with the approval of the Minis.

er.

The approval of the Minister has te bhe ab-
tnined by the Conservator hefore he expends
the maney in the actnal work wierg hig skil
and knowledge are being utilised in the de-
velopment of forestry, but in the nctual ad-
ministration of the departiment there is ng
provision for the Minister having any control
2f all.  Under tho amendment the Minister
will have to approve of tho aministration of
the departmont.

Amendment pub ang pasged.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I move an
amendment—

That the proviso
be struck out.

Amcndment put and passed; the clause as
amendad agreed to.

New clanse;

The COT.ONIAL SECRETARY: I move—

That the following be added to stand as
Claunse 48 —Fire-breaks—(1.)  Whenaver
the Conservator deems it necessary to burn
o fire-break for the protection of a State
forest—(a}) he may appoint a day for the
purpose, and shall notify the owners of land
contiguous to the State forest, and the oecu-
piers, if any, of his intention; and (h) he
may, by notice to the owner, and 2lso to the
occupier (if the owner is not the occupier),
require him or them to burn a fire-break not
exceeding two chains in width on the land
along the houndary of the State forest, and
such owner or occeupier shall burn g fire-
break aceordingly: Provided thot the Con-
servator shall place at the disposal of the
owner or oceupier such Iahourers as arg
emnloyed in burning the firc-break within
the State forest, (2.) Yn case ot non-gom-
pliance with such requisition as aforesaid, the
Conservator may cause the burning off to be
carried out, and the expense incurred shall
he a deht duc to the Conservator by such
ewner, or such owner and occupier Jointly
and severally, and shall be recoverable in
any court of competent jurisdiction: Tro-
vided that where the owner and accupier
are different persons, then, as between them-
selves, the expense shall, in the absence of
any agreement to the contrary, bo borne by
the oceupier. (2.) Whan any person on whom
notice ns aforesaid is required to ba served
mnder this seetion is not within Western
Australin, or if his nplace af shedn e o ox

at the end of the clause
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known fo the Conservator, and cannot after
reasonable inquiry be ascertained, such
notice shall be deemed to have been well and
sufficiently served it published as an adver-
tisement in a newspaper.
The intention iy that this work, which is for
mutual protection, shall be dome mutually be-
tween the depariment and the owner, I think
the provision is a fair and reasonable one.

Hon. H. STEWART: There is not much
consideration here for the small owner. I
move an amendment—

That in ting 1 of paragraph (b) of Sub-
clause 1 ‘‘by?’ be struck out and ‘‘after
giving’? inserted in lieu.

Later T will ntove other amendments ealeulated
to throw upon the Conservator the onus of
burning the fire-break. I de not see why people
on small holdings shonld be put to this ex-
pense.

Hon, J. BWING: In my opinion it would be
better to strike out the whole of the proposed
new elause. I am opposed to both the amend-
meiit and the new elause.

Hon, M. 8STEWART: I should be prepared
to support Mr. BEwing in striking out the
clavse, bub in the meantime I have goveral
amendments to move which will give the Con-
servator authority to burn fire-breaks if he
wants to do so.

Amendment put and passed.

The COLONIAYL SECRETARY: If it is
not intended that the settler should bear any
part of the cost of, or responsibility for,
these fire-breaks, 1 do not see any use for the
claunge at all. If it be in acecordance with the
feelings of the Committee I am prepared to
ahandon the clanse.

Hon. J. Ewing: That wounld be the best
thing te de.

The CHAIRMAN: The procedure adopted
by Mr. Stewart is quite correct, namely, that
all his amendments should be considered before
the elause is put. Then, after the hon. member
has moved his amendments, he will be quite
justified in voting against the clause.

Hon. H. STEWART: If the Minister is pre-
pared te let the clawse go, T think that would
he the most satisfactory way out of the diffi-
culty. TIn view of the Minister's intention, T
will not move any further amendments. I
merely wished to protect the small holder.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Under the provis-
iong of the Bush Fires Ac¢t will be found all
that the Minister requives.

New clause as amended put and negatived.

New clanse:

Hon. J. BWING: T move—

That the following be added to stand as
Clanse 75:—*“The area comprised within
the boundaries of the Greenbushes State
Forest except any area within such boun-
daries being the subject of any timber lease
or permit, is heeeby cxcluded from the pro-
visions of this Aet, and shall be subjeet to
the Mining Aect, 1904,

I have many letters from people at Green-
bushes complaining of the position obtaining
down there. The trouble is chiefly over fire-
woed and timber required in the workings of
tho tinfields. ITor the last 30 years the people
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down there have used what timber they re-
quired, under the jurisdiction of the Mines
Lepartment. The latest regulations prohibit
this being dome. The ‘timber whieh the Con-
servator thinks quite satisfactory for those
people is lying on the ground, and, I helieve,
is quite soft and of no use whatever. Again,
other timher which they are offered by the
Conservator is gnarled and crooked, is alto-
gether  unsatisfactory, and will not get up
steam. The Greenbushes area consists of only
13,000 acres. Tt is but a small plot in the
forest area of three million acres. We have to
consider the value of one industry as against
another. I do not think it will be argued that
the timher required by those people for the
next 20 years is of greater value than the
labour employed down there. The dredges
alone are paying £4,500 per month in wages.
If there is no serious opposition to the pro-
posed mew clause T will not delay the Com-
mittee any further,

Sitting suspended from 6,15 to 7.30 p.m.

The COLONTAL: SECRETARY: I have no
objeetion to the propesed new clause.

New clanse put and passed.

Negw clause:

Hon. J. CORNELL: I move—
That the following elavse be added to the
Bill:—**The provisions of Secetion 24 in re-
lation to the issue of hewing permits to
diseharged soldiers of the Anstralian Tm-
perial Torces shall have effoet from the com-
mencement of this Act until the 30th day of
June, 1923, and no longer.’’
This clause is subsidiary to the amendment
of Clange 24. The concession to the returned
goldier is mot asked for all time, the object
is only to enable him to reswme his oeccupa-
tion as a hewer under the same conditions
as governed it when he quitted it in order to
enlist. The Returned Soldiers’ Assocciation
are prepared to give and take.

New elanse put and passed.

Schedule—agreed fo.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I have on the
Notice Paper a new clause to stand as Clause

8.

The CHATRMAN: I understand the hon.
member’s new ¢lause is contingent on the ex-
cigion of Clauge 8 as it now stands.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: Tn order to save
the tinte of the Committee as much as possible
you, Sir, gave what. I almest understoed was
a direction that if a new clause ecould come
in at the end of the Bill it should do se, in-
stead of the proceedings heing delayed by its
discussion at an earlier stage.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member eannof
have been in his place when new elagnses were
being moved. However, the hon. member
need not he placed at a disadvantage, as he
can move to recommit the Bill

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I am sorry I mis-
vndersteod you, Mr, Chairman. T followed
what T onderstood was almost your direction
on the subject.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I am awara
that it is the intention of seme hon, members
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10 move that the Bill be recommitted. I would
suggest that they witlihold that motion until
to-morrow, se that we may have an oppor-
tunity of seemg, in the *‘ Minutes of Proceed-
ings,’’ the amendments which have been made.

[The President resumed the Chair.]
Bill reported with smendments,

As to recommittal.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I move—

That the Bill be recommitted at the next
sitting of the Flouse for the purpose of the
further consideration of Clauses 5 and 24.

T sm aware that other members have c¢lauses
whieh they desire should be further consid-

ered.
Hon, A. SANDERSON: I have Clause 8.
Hon, Sir E. M. WITTENOOM: I have
«Clanse 6.

Hon, J. I', ALLEN: T have Clanse 14,

Hon, A. SANDERSON: I have Clause 8.

Han. J. CORNELL: T propose to move the
ingertion of a clavse to stand as Clause 76,

The PRESTDENT: The question is that
the Bill be recommitted at the next sitting
of the House for the purpose of the further
consideration of the ¢lauvses which have been
mentioned, and for the consideration of a new
tlause to stand as Clause 76.

Question put and passed.

BILL—GOVERNMENT ELECTRIC WORKS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Assembly, and read a
first time.

BIL.L—3TATE CHILDREN
MENT.

In Committee.

Hon. W, Kingsmill in the Chair;
oninl Scerctary in charge of the Bill.
Clanse 1—agreed to.
Clanse 2—Amendment of Section 4:
Hon. J. DUFFELL: I move an amend-
ment—
That pamgraph (1) be struck out.
I am submitting this amendment at the requost
of the members of the Children’s Court. They
remire wider powers in dealing with certain
children who come under their eharge.
Amendment -put and passed.
Hon. J. DUFFELL: I move a further
améndment—
That in line 3 of paragraph (2) the word
‘or'’ be inserted between the words ‘‘in-
corrigible’’ and ‘‘uncontrollable,’’
~The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I hope
that when the amendment is-made the words
will be added to the end of the clause ‘‘or a
child committed to an institution.’’ I under-
stand thore will be no objection to that.
Amendment put and passed.
Hon. J. DUFFELL: I move a further
amendment—
That m Imes 3 and 4 of paragraph (2)
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‘for a child committed to an institution'’ be

inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed;
amended, agreed to.

Clause 3—Addition to section to Part 3:

Hon, J. DUFFELL: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 3 the words ‘‘speeial magis-
trate’’ be struck out and *‘‘any member of
the Children’s Court’’ be inserted in lieu.

The reasons are fully explained in the select
committeg’s report.

The COLONTATL SECRETARY: I hope this
amendment will not he carried, because it is
net neeessary. At the present time any officer
of the department can visit these institutions,
and it was thought, if power was given to
every member of the Children’s Court, to visit
the institutions, we might create a power
whereby those institutions might be harassed.
Anyone who wants to visit an institution can
always do so.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: If the Colonial Secre-
tary had read the report carefally, he would
have seen that it is propesed to.give special
powers to the members of the Children’s Court.
This court will be composed of certain mem-
hera, men and women, and these magistrates,
having dealt with the eases, it was considered
it would be advantageous to enable them to
follow up those cases.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Children’s
courts necessarily sit in all parts of tho State
and any justice may he a member of a child-
ren’s court without a special appointment. It
is nceessary that that shonld be the ecase, 1
i not strongly epposed to the amendment, but
the people interested in the prineiple institu-
tions saw e after the Bill was introduced, and
while they offered no objeetion to a special
magistrate visiting them, they raised strong
objections to a proposa! which would allow 3
number of people to have the right to visit the
ingtitutions. A member of the ehildren’s court
can always follow up a case but thc amend-
ment is likely to eause trouble and dissension,

Hon. .J, EWING: I do not think any harm
e¢an be done by passing the amendment. Only
a limited number of people take an interest in
the children’s court, and it is only vight that
those people shonld be given permission to
follow up those cases over whick they have
had jurisdietion.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The members of the
children’s court, five men and five women, are
regarded as enthusiasts in that partieular work,
and it is only right they should be given this
anthority to visit the children after they have
been ecommitted to an institution.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The court is ap-
pointed in order that they may administer just
decisions, ond having arrived at those deci-
sions and committed children to certain insti-
tutions, it should not be the duty of the mem-
bers of that court to follow them up. It
should be the duty of a State officer to make
periadical visits and see that the children are
properly eargd for.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I would draw attention
to the fact that the clause as it reads states,
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any time to enter, visit, and inspect any in-
stitution.”” We have men and women devoting
their time to the children’s court, and when
giving evidence before the select committee
they freely commented on the faet that they
desired to have the privilege of following up
cases without having to ‘make an application
before heing able to pay a visit to an institu-
tion. I am convinced that if the amendment is
carried beneficial results will follow in many
respeets,

Amendment put and a- division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 9
Noes .. 13
Majority against .. 4
AVES.
Hou. H. Carson Hon. J. Ewing
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. J. W. Hickey
Hon. J. Cunitingham Hen, A, Sanderseon
Hon, J. E, Dodd Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon., J, Duffell [(Teller.)
Nors,
Hon. J. F. Allen Hon. €. McKenzie
Hon, ©. I, Baxter Hon. G, W. Miles
Hon. E. M. Clarke Hon, J. Mills
Hon. H. P. Colcbatch Hon. H. J. Saunders
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. H. Btewart
Hon, J. J. Holmes Hoit. BE. Rosa
Hon, R. J. Lyna {Tellet.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 4—Substitution of new section for
Bection 18:

The CHAIRMAN: There is an nmendment
here which may be taken as reciifying a
clerieal error. In BSubeclause 1, line 4, the
word ‘‘time’’ has been onutted and the
word ‘‘time’’ will be restored.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I move an amend-
ment—

That in Subelause 3 all the words after

““members’’ in line 3 be struck out.

The evidence taken on this matter is pre-
ponderingly in fiavour of the Children’s
Court having jurisdiction over such matters
as arc provided under the Bastardy Laws
Act. It would be a reflection on the court
if after being constituted their powers were
Jimited o some cxXtent. In view of Clanse
5 it would appear that the proviso had been
inserted in error.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: This is
not & point on which I feel strongly, but I
assure the hon. member that no mistake has
been made regarding it. Under the existing
Act the Childven’s Court have no power to
determine complaints and applications under
the Bastardy Laws Act, The imtention of
the Bill is to eonfer that power on the Child-
ren’s Court in order to sceure the same
privacy in the hearing of these cnses as is
seeured in the hearing of othor eases before
the Children’s Court. But it was considered
in the casc of points of law arising in con-
nection with eases under the Bastardy Laws
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Act that it possibly might not be wise to
confer this new power on & court which
might be constituted only of a couple of
justices, or perhaps one justice and one lady
member of the eourt.

"Hon. J. Nicholson: The Chairman could
alwnys Dbe n sgpeeial magistrate,
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: DBut e

very seldom sits, Twe members are com-
petent to form a court. Tf that provision is
struck out it would be competent for one
justice and one lady member of the court to
hear and determine casea under the Bastardy
Laws Act.

Hon, J. J. Holmes:
law?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I am
rather inclined to doubt the wisdom of this,
I think eases of this kind should be heard by
a trained man.

Hen, J. NICHOLSON: Under the Justices
Act two justices would be sompetent to hear
such casea. In the Children’s Court each of
the members of the court would be appointed
justices, so that the members of the Cbild-
ren’s Court wounld be just as compcetent as
members on any police court to adjudicate.
[ shovld not object to a special magistrate
being ove of the members of the court in
the hearing of cases under the Bastardy
Laws Aet; and the special magistrate wounld
then preside.

Hon, J. B. DODD: Tt is rather late in the
day to ruise any objection to women sitting
on cases of this sort. WWhere illegitimate
children are conecerned there are two parties,
the man and the woman, and surely women
bhave the same right to adjudicate in cases
of this sort as men have. If it enme to o
point of Iaw, I should be prepared to give the
speein]l magistrate the power, but T do not
think anything would arise in econnection
with the Bastardy Aet more seamy than is
heard in scores of other cases that caome be-
fore the Children's Court,

The COLONIATL SECRETARY: T have no
objection to the amendment in the altered
form as suggested by Mr. Nicholson. I do
not mind the other members of the court
being present at all.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I shonld like to
withdraw my amendment in tavour of an-
other one,

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: I move an amend-
ment—

That in Subeclause 3 the following worﬂs
bhe struek ont, ‘*Provided that eases under
the Bastardy Laws Aet, 1875, shall be
heard and determined by the specinl
magistrate alone’’ and the following i
serted in liew, ‘‘Provided that in cases
under the Bastardy Laws Act of 1875 a
special magistrate shall be one of the
members of the eourt to hear snch enges.’’
Amendment put and passeﬂ the clause as

amended agreed to.
Clause §—agreed to.
Clanse 6—Amendment of Section 24:

And decide points of
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Hon.

ment—

That in line 1 the words ‘¢ paragraph is’’

be strueck out and ‘‘paragraphs are’’ in-
gerted io liew,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I inti-
mated that 1 was not altogether favourable
to the e¢lause, but if the proposed new Clause
7, of which Mr. Nicholson has given notice, is
agreed to. I sce no objection to the pro-
posal of the select committee. My objee-
tion to the proposal of the secleet committee
was that if passed and left at that it would
mean practically that once the eourt had
given a decision there would be no means of
altering it except by going te the Supreme
Court.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: 1In accordance with
the views of the select cemmittee, I move an
amendment— '

That the following be added to stand as
paragraph (d):—**(d) Upon any order
having been made in eonnection with any
¢hild by the Children’s Court, it shall be
ihe duty of the department to earry out in
all particulars such orders,”’

Amendment pit and passed; the elause as
nmended agreed to.

Clauses 7, 8—agreed to.

Clause 29— Amendment of Scction 44:

Hon, Y. DUFFELL: In aceordance with
the wishes of the select committee, T suggest
that this clause be struck ont.

Clause put and negatived,

Clanse 10-—Amenfiment of Seetion 45:

Hon. J, DUFFELL: 8o, foo, in this ease
the clamse should he deleted.

Clause put and negatived,

Clause 11—Bubstitution of new scetion for
Section 46:

Hon, J, DUFFELIL: Tt is the wish of the
select committee that this clause, also, should
be struck ont.

Clanse put and negatived.

Clause 12—Amendment of Sections 47 and
48:

Hon, J. DUFFELL: Here, too, the select
commitiee desire that the clause should be
struck out.

Clause put and negatived.

Clausges 13 to IT—agreed to.

Clauge 18—Amendment of Socation 106:

Hen, J, DUFIPELL: The select committee
desire that this clause should be deleted.
Clause put and negatived.
Clanse 19—Addition of seetions to Part
VILI.:
Hen,
ment—
That in the seventh line of Subsection 3
of proposed new Section 107a the word
‘‘periodical’? be struck out.
Amendment put and passed.
Hon. J. DUFFELL:: I move a further
amendment— T
That at the end of the proposed new Bec-
tion 107n the words ‘‘bot so that no sum
shall he paid more than four weeks in ad-
vance’’ bo struck out.
Amendment put and passed.

J. DUFFELL:

I move an amend-

J. DUFFELL: I move an amend-
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Hon. J. NICHOLSON:
ment——
That after ‘“age’’ in line 2 of proposed
new Seetion 107b “‘or other than a person
obtaining an order of adoption under the
Adoption of Children Act, 1896, and amend-
ments’’ be inserted.
If anvone obtains an order under that Act
he should not be subject, as he will bhe
under the proposed new seetion, to the neces-
gity for having to give the perseribed notice,
Such order is made under the Supreme Court
and is not made vnless the fullest evidence is
given that the party adopting the child is
suitable in every respect, and is able to sup-
ort and maintain the child. Therefore if the
npreme Court is satisfied on those points
there should be no nceessity for a person re-
ceiving an order under the Adeption of Chil-
dren Act to give notice under the State Chil-
dren  Act.

Amendment put and passed.

-Hon. J. DUFFELL: I move a further
amendment—
That in propesed new Section 107h, after
the word ‘‘name,’’ in line G, there be in-
serted ‘‘age, religion, and place of birth.’’
The foster parent may be the guardian for
only a limited period, and the select commit-
tee do not think it sdvisable that such gnar-
dian shonld have all the partienlars required
urder the proposed new scction. On the
carrying of the amendment, I shall move the
striling out of the words ‘‘and such other
particulars, if any, as may be preseribed.’?
Any other particulars which may be re-
guired can be more suitably obtained by the
Registrar General.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon., J. DUFFELL: X move a furtber
amendment—-
That in proposed new Section 107b the
words ‘‘and sueh other particulars, if any,
as may be preseribed’’ be struek out.
Amendment put and passed; the clange aa
amended, agreed to.

Clause 20-—agreed to.

Clawse 21—Insertion of new sections after
Section 117:

Hon. J. DUFFELIL:
ment—
That in proposed new Section 117a, after
the word ‘‘department,’’ in line 4, there
be inserted ‘‘on the written authority of
the secretary.’’
This matter was cxplained during the con-
sideration of the scleet committee’s report.

Amendment put and passed; the clauge as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 22—Insertion of new section after
Section 118:

Hon. J, DUFFELL: ]I move an amend-
ment— ’

That the words ‘‘and liable on convie-
tion to imprisonment with hard labour for
three months’? be struck out, and *‘Pen-
alty £30 or imprisonment with hard labour
for threec months’’ inserted in lien.

The sclect committee consider that the alter-

native of & money penalty should be preo-
vided.

I move an amend-

I move an amend-
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Amendment put and passed; the clause as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 23, 24-—agreed to.

New Clause—No summons to be isswed in
certain cases:

Hon, J. DUFFELL: I move—

That the following be added to stand as
Clause 8: ‘“The State Children Act Amend-
ment Act of 1915 is hereby repealed.’’

"This amendment has already been explained.
New clause put and passed.
New clause:
Hon. J. DUFFELL: I move—

That the following be ndded to stand
a8 Clause 6: ‘“Where the offence charged
against a child does not amount to an in-
dictable offence, or where the alleged of-
fenee cousists of the breach or non-observ-
ance of some by-law, rule, or regulation
promulgated by virtue of o statute, ne
summons shall be issued or served upon
soch ehild unless a notice has been first
posted to or served upon such child af its
usual place of residence, and such child has
failed to appear in response to such
notice.'’

The object of thizs new eclause is to prevent
the issuc of summonses in the case of trivial
charges for breneh of munieipal by-laws, for
instance. Sueh charges are frogquemt, and
the members of the Children’s Court com-
sidor they should net form the subject of
swnmonses, bat -that the parent should be
afforded an opportunity of bringing the child
to the conrt to be reprimanded, without the
parent being involved in needless trouble and

expense.

Hon. J. E. DODD: This new clause is a
very necessary onc. Utterly ridiculouns
churges are brought before the Children’s

Court hy the City Council inspeetors—pick-
ing a flower in a park, riding a bieyele in
a park, playing in a park. Actnally, convie-
tions are recorded against children for such
offences as these.

New clanse put and passed.

Wew Clause—In committing to an institu-
tion, eourt to have regard fo the future of
the child:

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I move—

That the following be added to stand as
Clause 7:—*‘The conrt in eommitting any
child to an institution shall have regard
to the future welfare of sueh child, and
may direet sneh child to be dctained in
one of the institutions scheduled in  the
State Children Act, 1907, or in some other
ingtitution, as the Governor may approve
of, at which such special training and
supervision can be provided as may best
meet the necds of any speecial ease.’

Members of the Children’s Court oceasion-
ally are in a difficulty to decide in what in-
gtitution to place a child—one of weak in-
telleet, for instance. They have even been
compelled to act without authority in easges
of the kind.

New clanse put and passed.

New Clause—Court may refrain from re-
cording conviction or from imposing punish-
moent oF Anes

[COUNGIL.]

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I move—

That the following be added to stand as
Clause §:  ‘‘Notwithstunding the pro-
visions of any Act, by-law, rule, or regula-
tion, the Court in awarding punishment or
penalty upon auny child may have rogard
to the antecedents, character, age, health
or mental condition of the child convicted
and may take into account the nature of
the offence or any special circumstances of
the case, and such Court may, notwith-
standing the nature of the cvidence ad-
duced, refrain from recording such con-
vietion or from imposing any punishment,
penalty, or fine.””

This new eclanse is intended to apply to the
trivinl ecoscs brought under municipal by-laws
—such a case as that of a child eharged with
fishing in a park when it had been throwing
into the water and draiving out again a pieco
of string minua a hook. In that cagse a con-
viction bad to be recorded and a fine imposed.
Another case was that of a boy charged by a
City Couneil inspector with kicking a football
in a reserve. There, again, a conviction and 2
fine necessarily followed, mueh to the chagrin
of the parent and much to the disgust of the
magistrates. If this clanse is added hon. mem-
bers will see that although a ¢hild may admit
having committed the grave offence of fishing
without a heok at the end of the line in 2 pond,
or kicking a toy hball, it will not be necessary
to enter a convigiion against that child.

New clause put and passed.

New clause:

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T move—

That the following be added to the Bill
to stand as Clanse #:—°“The court on appli-
cation made by the department or by the
parent or guardian of any child against whom
an order has been made under this Aect, may
vary or rescind any such order.’’

This clanse has been snggested by Mr. Love-
kin, who is one of the most ardent workers
amongst children. Thiz will fulfil an excellent
purpose in comnection with the Bill. It is one
of those essential provigions which unfortun-
ately was omitted. Tn connection with theso
cases against children it is nceessary there
should he some provision to vary the decisions
from time to time, and unless power is given
to the court to do so it cannot Iegally be done.

New elause put and passed.

New clanse:

Ifon. J, DUTFFELL: The seleet committea
desire that Secetion 46 of the prineipal Act
shall be amended. I therefore move——

That the following be added as a new
clange:— ‘Section 46 of the principal Act
be amended by the addition of a proviso as
follows: Provided further, that all accounts
under this seetion shall be aundifed al pre-
seribed periods by the Auditor General’?

This refers to the moneys earned by the child-
ren who go out to service and which moneys
have bheen placed, as previonsly pointed out in
the Bili, in charge of the guardian. Tn the
evidenee it was stated by the varions witnesses
who "had charge of these institutions that they
would agrec that the fonds which they receive
ahould he subiect to0 o Government andit.
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New clause put and passed.
New clause:
The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I move—
Thaf, the following be added to stand as
Clanse 14.—Section 62 of the principal Act
is amended by adding the following subelause
to stand as subelauses (2), (3), (4):—
(2.) A maintenance order made under this
Act shall dircet that on default being made
in payment of any sum of money or cosis
thereby ordered to be paid, the same shall
be recovernble by execution against the
goods and chattels of the person liable, and
that in default of payment and of sufficient
goods and chattels he shall he imprisoned for
a period determined by the court in aecord-
ance with the provisions of section one hun-
dred and sixty-seven of the Justices Aet,
1902, and subject to the provisions of that
seetion: provided that the court may, in
licu of direeting that such sum of money
or costs shall Le recoverable by execution,
dirget that in default of payment the per-
gon in default shall be imprisoned as afore-
said: And the maintenance order shall
direct, with regard to any periodieal pay-
ments therehy ordered, that whenever and
as often as defanlt is made in any such
periodieal payment, the perscn in  default
ghall be liable to sueh process of execution
and imprisonmeunt, or to sneh imprisonment
only, as aforesaid. {(3.) Every suech main-
tenance order shall have cffect according
to its tenor, (4.) The provizions of thig
section shall be without prejudice to any
other provision of this Aet.
New clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

BILL—VERMIN.
Assembly’s Message.

Consideration resumed from the previous
day of Assembly’s message giving reasons for
not agreeing to certain amendments made by
the Council.

In Committes.

Hon, W. Kingsmill in the Chair; the Hon.
. T. Baxter (Hoporary Minister) in charge
of the Bill

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
on amendment No. 1 made by the Legislative
Assembly to the Vermin Bill. On that amend-
ment the Honorary Minister moved the fol-
lowing modification:—*This section shall ap-
ply to the sonth-West division of the State
except such portion thereof as is situated
northward of the Government fence running
westwnrd to Bluff Point, but shall not apply
to any other part of the State.’’

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I would suggest an
amendment on the amendment made by the
Legislative Assembly which would be in the
form of a modification and which perhaps the
Honorary Minister might aeccpt. Tt reads as
follows:—

This Act shall apply to all the somth-
western portion of the State situated west
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of the No. 1 rabbit-proof fence and south
of the rabbit-proof fence running into Gum
Creek Well westward to Bluff Point, and
shall not apply to any other part of the
State.

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: My, Holmes’ amend-
ment is really an improvement on the amend-
ment T moved at the previous sitting, and
with the permission of the House I would ask
leave to withdraw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon. J, J, HOLMES: 1 now move the
amendment which I read.

Hon, H. Carson: Where iz Gum Creck Well?

Houn, J, J. HOLMES: Tt is the point where
the fence leaves the No. 1 rabbit-proof fence
to travel west to Bluff Point,

Hon. J. MILLS: I cannot understand the
attitudo of Mr. Holmes. It seems to me that
the Bill is applied to the whole of the South-
West Division, which excludes almost the
whole of the pastoralists im that provines
which he represents, This I think is unfair.
If the Bill i3 to apply to pastoralisty let it
apply to all of them. T must oppose the
amendment,

Question put and passed;
agreed to.

The CHATRMAN: Amendment No, 2, which
the Assembly has not agreed to, iz as fol-
lows:~—*#Original Clause 2—8trike out tho
words ‘are hereby vepealed to the extent
therein stated, but notwithstanding sneh re-
peal,” and inscrt ‘shall cease to have effect
in that portion of the State to which this Act
applies: provided that.”’’’ The reason given
for the objection to the amendment ia that it
is consequential upon No. 1.

Hon. C. P. Baxter: I take it that this would
now apply to the modification?

The CHATRMAN: The Honorary Minister
had better move that the mmendment be in-
sisted vpon.

Hon. €. T. BAXTER: I move—

That the amendment ho insisted upon,

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment insisted upon.

The CHATRMAN: Amendment Neo. 3,
which the Legislative Assembly has not agreed
to, is as follows:-—*/ Qriginal Clause 2, page 2,
line 6—Strike out the words ‘Any Aect hereby
repealed’ and insert ‘the said Aet.’ 7?7 The
reagon given for not agreeing to this amend-
ment i8, as in the ease of No. 2, that it is
consequential on No. 1,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I move—

That the amendment be insisted upon.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment insisted upon.

The CHAIRMAN: Amendment No. 4, which
the Assembly has not agrced to, is as fol-
lows:—'In the definition of ‘Government
fenee,” after the word ‘erected’ in line 8,
insert ‘by the Minister’ ’’; aad the reason
piven for not agreeing to the amendment is as
follows:—'‘Beeause the amendment provides
for the removal of a liability for the mainten-
anece of a fence already existing.’’

Hon., C. F. BAXTER: These words were
added on the query raised by Mr. Holmes. I

the modification
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did not think at the time they were essential.
The interpretation of Clanse 3 is that a Gov-
crumeut tenee means the barrier fenee No. 1,
and fence No. 2, and fence No, 3, and any
other vermin-proof feuce or rabbit-proof fence
eracted out of public moneys. I do not think
it improves the ¢lause. I move—

That the amendmeut be not insisted upon.
Question put and passed; the Counecil’s

amendmnent not insisted upon.

The CHAIRMAN: Amendment No, 5,
which the Legislative Assembly has not agreed
to, i8 as follows:—*‘Clause 3~—In the defini-
tion of ‘hold,’ after the word ‘lease’ in
line 4, insert ‘ineluding or granting right to
the surface of the ground’ ’’; and the reason
given for not agreeing to it is as follows: —
‘*That it i3 deemed unnecessary, as thizs Act
docs not provide legislation dealing with any-
thing below the surface,’’

Hon. C. P, BAXTER: This is quite nnneces-
sary, and will not affeet the working of the
Bill. T move—

That the amendment be not insisted upon.
Question put and passed; the Council’s

amendment not insisted upon,

The CHAIRMAN: Amendment No. 7, which
the Assembly has not agreed to, is as fol-
lows:—*‘Insert the following elause, to stand
as No. T:—This Act shall not apply to un-
alienated Jands of the Midland Railway Com-
pany of Western Aunstralia, Limited, except
such aveas thereof as are certified by the Chicf
Ingpector to be vermin infested or the breeding
gronnd of vermin, and such arecas as having
been the subjeet of agreement for the purchase
thereof are abandoned by the purchaser and
except as provided in Section 8I. TFor the
purposes of this section lands under contract
for purchase thereof shall be deemed to be
alicnated.”” The reason given by the Legis-
lative Assembly for not agreeing with this
amendment is ag follows:— *Is similar to the
reasons expresscd in No. 1. Tt is felt that all
portions of the State should be subject to the
Aet.?’

Hon. C. P, BAXTER: I move—

That as an alternative to the amendment
Ne. 7, made by the Council, the following
further proviso be added to Olause 50:—
“Provided also that unalienated lands of the
Midland Railway Company of Western Aus-
tralin, Limited, except such arcas as having
been the subject of agreement for the pur-
chase thercof are abandoned by the pur-
chager, shall not be rateable, but for the
purpose of this proviso, lands under contract
for purchase thereof shall be deemed to be
alienated.’’

If the Midland Railway Company are brought
under the Bill, and under the definition of
owner, they will be linble for rates on the whole
of the propertics which they hold by reason
of their concessions. 1 do not think it would
be unrcasonable to ask the company to pay
rates on land on which they hold coneessions
and have difficulty in disposing of. The Stato
also holds land of a similar nature. The Mid-
Iand Railway Company wounld be compeiled to
go to the same length as the Government, who
are spending a lot of money in dealing with

[COUNCIL,]

bad breeding grounds. Tie only difference is
that it will be mandatory upon the DMMidland
Bailway Company tfo destroy the rabbits,
whereas it ¢annot be mandatory upon the Gov-
arinient.

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: Will the Govern-
ment under the Bill have power to compel the
Midland Railway Companty to acquire un-
alienated lands¢

Hon. C. ', BAXTER: Yes.

Hon, A, SANDERSON: This alternative
amendment seems to be a somewhat unusual
procedure, I cannot recollect that we have
done umything like this before.

The CHATRMAN: It is quite in order.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: It is somewhat un-
usual.

The CHAIRMAN: That is so.

Hon. A, SBANDERSON: I have rcad the re-
port of the general mesting of the Midland
Railway Company. T the Midland Railway
Company approve of this¢ If they object I
think they should be given an opportunity of
putting their views bofore the Committee and
letting us understand what the position is.

Hon. H. Carson: This is in the interests of
the Midland Railway Company.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The Honorary Min-
ister says that the Midland Railway Cowmpany
will he compelled to do what the Government
propose to do. Thal at once arouses my suvs-
picions. 1f it is against the Midland Railway
Company we may be sure that the power will
be exereised. If we treated ouvselves in the
same wuy a8 we propose to treat the Midland
Railway Company that would be quite reason-
able. '

The CHAIRMAN: I would point out that
Standing Order No. 228 explicitly sets forth
what may be done—

In cases when the Assembly—(1) Dis-
agrees to amendments made by the Couneil,
or (2) agrees to amendments made by the
Conneil with further amendments thereon,
the Couneil may in case (1} Insist or not
insist on its amendments. (2) Make fur-
ther amendments to tbe T3ill consequent om
the rejection of its own amendments. (3}
Propose mew amendments as alternative to
its own amendments to which the Assembly
has disagreed.

Hon. ¢, F. BAXTER: Mr. Sanderson said
that this was vnusual, The intention of the
Government is to treat the Alidland Railway
Company as fairly as possible. TIn carrying
that out they are asking them to do that which
the Gévernment are doing. The Midland Rail-
wav Commpany have not been approached te ask
whether they agreed to this or not. I think
it is a matter for members to say as to whether
they shall pass this legislation or not.

Hon. J. MILLS: When previously the Bill
was befora the Committee ¥ objected to the
Midland Railway Company being exempted
from its operations. They arc a wealthy com-
pany and are comparable with some ofl the
privatec landholders here. I know one private
landholder who holds 200,000 acres, yet he is
not cxempt from the Bill. Why, then, should
the company bhe exempt? I will vote against
the provision.
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Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: This provision is
very different from the one we had previously
Under the first one the lands of the Midland
Railway Company were exempt except those
deelared by the chict inspector of rabbits to
be vermin infested. In this provision the
whole of the lands are to be exempt.

Mon. C. I', BAXTER: Let me explain. If
the amendment iz agreed to, the whole of the
Bill, except the rating provisions, wili apply
to the Midland Railway Company.

Hon, A, SANDERSON: The Midland Rail-
way Company are entitied to the same con-
sideration as would be shown to anyone clse
in the State. From the statement of the Min-
ister the Midland Railway Company would be
fairly entitled to give an opinion on this
provision., Mr. Mills has stated that the Mid-
land Railway Company are wealthy. I do not
care whether they are wealthy or poor, they
should get cvery consideration. I ask the hom.
member to read the reports of the eompany.
If he does that he will find that the company
are eertainly not wealthy.

Houn, J. Mills: They own the vailway and
the land both.

Tlon. A. SANDERSON: W should not do
something which in the end will injure our-
selves. In London the company are threaten-
ing to injure the ercdit of Western Anstralia,
for they say they have been injured by West-
erin Australia. We should give the company
a hearing, at 21l cvents. Trom the statement
of the Minister it scems that the question re-
quires further inquiry. This i the Chamber
in wheh the company should get due eonsid-
cration. It is no argument to say that the
Midland Railway Company shounld be brought
under the provisions of the Bill because the
Government have to submit to the same pro-
visions.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Tf the amendment is
carried the Midland Railway Company will be
an owner within the meaning of the Bill, and
will be compelled to earry out all the provis-
ions of the measure except that they will not
be subjeet to the rating. If the company do
not eradiente rabhits on their land the Gov-
ernment will do it for them and will reeover
the cost from them. lLs it a fair thing that the
whole of the company’s land should be sub-
jeet to a rateable charge imposed by two or
three small landholders who will fix the
highest rata they ean? The company have to
report the rabbits on their lanfl and have to
eradicate those rabbits, and the only protee-
tion they are to get iz protection from the
publican and the storekeeper and the sipner,
who will fix the lecal ratiug.

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: I support the pro-
posal of the Minister. Tf hon. members will
recall what was stafed previously in regard to
the Midland Railway Company, I think the
Minister's modifieation will be earried. If
there is any company at all entitled to econ-
rideration ik is undoubtedly the Midland Rail-
way Company. To suggest that the company
is wealthy is altogether misleading.

Hon. J. Mills: Well, they are a strong
company.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: They are not. They
have had a chequered earcer. We have to con-
sider the position of those people who have
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invested a large sum of money in this State,
and have not had a single penny back, That
is the position of the sharcholders of the Mid-
land Railway Company to-day. They would
be very glad to get out.

Hon, J. Cumningham: They will have a
chance now under the Discharged Soldiers
Settlement Bill.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Probably, But it is
our duty to give cousideration to the claims
of a body of people whom a previous Govern-
nent succeeded in inducing to eome out here
and invest their money. The rtailway was
built by their own money, and it iz only of
late years that 2 market bas been found for
some of their Jands, The company are liable
to all the penalties under the Bill

Hon. H. J. SAUNDERS: I have been here
a great many years, and I know a good denl
gbout the Midland Railway Company, a num-
ber of those who originally started that
scheme being old personal friends of mine, I
can vouch for what Mr. Nicholzon has said in
regard to the eompany. I do not believe that
the shorcholders have ever received a penny
out of their investment. I suppert the Minig-
ter's modification.

The CHAIRMAN: The question hefore
the Committee really is the subjeet of the
modification of the amendment proposed by
Mr, Baxter as against the original amend-
ment, X

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: It is my inten-
tion to oppese the modification, Whiist
listening to the debate on the Vermin Bill
wihen that measure was before the House L
had ample opportunity to ferm the opinion
that there is no special need to single out the
Midland Railway Company for special treat-
ment, It has been urged that the Midiand
Railway Company are not a rich company.
bot many of the settlers who have taken up
land from the Midland Campany are not
rich eitber. TPerhaps the best eourse waould
be, notwithstanding the length of time for
which this measure has been under consider-
ation, to drop it again, and see whether it is
not pogsible to draft something that would
mete out jnstice not only to the Midland
Railway Company, but also to the seftlers 1
have mentioned in this connection., We know
the Bill mitkes special provision for certain
portions of the State, but there is good ven-
son for the making of such speeinl provi-
sions.  Again, the Bill proposes to cxempt
cortain lands of the Midland Railway Com-
pany from rating. But those lands adjoin
the holdings of settlers on Midland lands.
Where is the fairness in the diserimination
between these people aud the company?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I wish to ask Mr,
Holmes through vou, Mr. Chairman, whether
lig is satisfied with the clause as it stands?
Tf the Minister wenld say even that the com-
pany arc strongly opposed to this provision,
it would be some help. Bul according to the
Minister the company do not even know that
this elause is proposed. JIs that a rcasonable
way to treat the eompany? They will have
maore reason than ever to say that they arc
not treated fairly. Tf Mr. Holmes is satis-
ficd, T shall be ready to support the motion.
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Hou. J. J. HOLMES: As regards the
amendment, ¥ think half a joaf is better
than no bread. I was in faveur of the pre-
vions amendment, cxempting the Midland
Railway Company from many of the drastie
provisins of (hiy meagezs, [Tosvever, lob ng
put the Midland Railway Company under
the thumb of the Goveryment, and net under
the thumb of the publican and the sinuer.
As regards the submission of this clause to
the Midland Railway Company, they do not
eare much what happens in this Bfate, where,
they reecognise, they have very few friends.
Let the Government or the Rabbit Depart-
ment administer the mensure as regards the
Midland Railway Company, and not irres-
pongible boards,

Flon. C. I, BAXTER: The Government
have given the Midland Railway Company
every constderation. The Government are
not concerned with the past, but are con-
cerned with freating the eompany fairly
under this Bill, and that will be achieved by
the carrying of the amendment. The most
impertant question is net the Midlund Rail-
wiy Company, but the ecradication of rab-
bits thronghout the State, including the
Midland lands. The lands leld by the com-
pany under their concession now recturn no
revenuea, The best of the MMidland Jands
have bhecn disposed of, and the remainder is
poor country from which there is not Tikely
to he any considerable revenne for vears.
The amendment pat forwnrd, to whieh I
have assented on behalf of the Government,
ia reaznnable te the company.

Question put and passed; the meodification
made.

The CHAIRMAN: Amendment No. 8.—
Clausge 16. transpose the proviso to Subelause
(6) to Subeclause (3), The Assembly’s rea-
gon for not agreeing is ‘‘The amendment is
deemod unneeessary, as the clause cxpresses
the sense sought to be conveyed.’’

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The proviso was
added to Subelause & by the Legislative As-
sembly on Becommitinl of the Bill The
object of the amendment made by the Coun-
cil was to enrry ont the idea hetter, I have
had the matter gone into, and it docs wot
make much difference either way, T move—

That the amendment be unot insisted on.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not insisted on.

The CHATRVAN: Amendment  No, 190
—Clausc 76, Subelause (4), paragraph (b),
strike out the worlds ‘‘shall be assessed ne-
ecording to the hencfits derived, and te bo
derived, from the fenee.”” The reason given
for noi nagreeing to the amendment is as
follows:—‘No. 18 makes this amendment
unneecessury.’’

Hon. 0. F. BAXTER: Tt wovld he very
difienlt to arrive at the benefits derived
fram a fenee. T move—

That the amendment be not ingisted on.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not insisted om.

The CHATRMAN: The next amendment
iz in Clanse 91.—Add the worda ‘‘and de-
monstrate to the owners, if required, the
best methods of getting rid of the vermin.’!

[COUNCIT..]

The Assembly’s reason for not agresing to
the amendment is that ‘‘The words are not
nceessary, as the clause ia complete without
the amendment.”’

Hon. ¢, ', BAXTER: T move—

That the amendment be not insisted on.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not insisted on,

The CHAIRMAN: Tho next amendment
is to Clause 94.—After the word ‘‘vermin,”’
in line ten, insert the words ‘‘care shall be
excreised that the lives of stock, pigs, and
poultry are not endangered.’’ The Assem-
bly’s reason for not agreeing to the amend-
ment is that ‘It is not deemed wise to
mercly express mere adviee withont sanetion
in legislative cnactments.’’ .

Hou. C. F. BAXTER: I move—

That the amendment be not insisted on.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment not insisted on.

The CHAIRMAN: The next amendment
is to add a new eclanse, to stand as 96 as
follows:— (1) It shall be the duty of the
board to secure the enforcement against all
owners and occupiers of heoldings within its
district of the provisions of this Act relat-
ing to the suppression and destruction of ver-
min.”?  The Assembly’s reasons for mnot
agreeing to the amendment are that ‘“The
provigions in this amendment are already
provided for.”’

Hon. C. I, BAXTER: I move—

That the amendment be insisted on,
In no part of the State is it mandatory for
the boards to c¢arry out the provisions of
this Act. We find there is o tendency on the
part of the governing bodies to escape ad-
minjstering the Act, and it is important that
there should be some such mandatory eclause
as this. If the e¢lause is not earried the
measure will be worthless in that direction.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s

amendment insisted on.

[The Deputy President resumed the Chair.]

Re-committal.
Resolutions reported.
On motion by Hon, T. NICHOLSON, Mess-
age rceommitted for the purpose of further
considering amendment No. 5.

In Committec.

Hon. W, Kingsmill in the Chair; the Hon.
C. P. Baxtor (Monorary Minister) in charge
of the Bill.

No, 5-—Clause 3, in the definition of ‘hold-
ing’’ after the word ““lease?? in line 4 insert
‘‘ineluding or granting right to the sorface
of the land’’:

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I move 23 an al-
ternative to the amendment—

That the words ‘‘or other lease’’ in the
definition of ‘‘holding’’ he struck out.
Tt was explained hy the Minister that it was
not intended that the measurve should apply
to lenges other than those mentiened where
one had the right to the asurface of the
Tand.
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Hon. C. . BAXTER: T oppose the amend-
mant becanse it is important that those
words should not be struck out.

Amendment put and negatived.
[The Deputy President resumed the Chair.]

Resolution reported and a Message aceord-
ingly returned to the Asscmbly.

BILL—DISCHARGED SOLDIERS’
SETTLEMENT.

Seeond Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon. H. STEWART (South-East) [9.58]:
I have no wish to delay the House or to speak
at any length on this measure. I congratulate
the Government on lhaving brought forward the
Bill at Iast. T want to state my belief that
the administration in connection with the re-
patriation of returned soldiers, has not been
what it should be, and that what we want is
better administration and better arrangements
made so that soldiers may be more quickly
settled. At the end of lnst session, in speak-
ing to the motion of Mr, Ewing on this sub-
jeet, I read out a letter that I had just re-
ceived from Mr. Camm, who was then in charge
under the Soldiers’ Settlement Board. When
men passed the Land Qualification Board they
were then sent on to the Returned Soldiers’
Settlement Board, and all who eame into con-
tact with Mr. Camm, whether they were sol-
diers or others who were intercsted in seeing
soldiers rapidly scttled on the land, they were
firmly impressed that Mr. Camm wns on ex-
tremecly encrgetic and competent officer, and
that he was very familiar with all parts of the
State, and having sympathy with the veturned
men he seemed to he doing excellent work.
L read out in that debate the letter which I
said showed, from jts contonts, the verbal state-
ments whieh had been made to me by Minis-
ters wete not heing carried into effect in con-
nection with the revaluation of land in the
hands of the Agricultural Bank, before they
were offered for resettlement, -revaluation in
nceordance with their present day value—for
the lands had deteriorated in value in many
instances since they reverted to the banlk.
The Minister had told me that it was not the
poliey of the Government to rvetain any land
and endenvour to get rid of it at its book
valoe, but their policy was to get rid of it
at its present day value, and that he had loft a
minute to that effect. On page 1901 of ¢ Han-
aard’’ of last secsgion it will be seen that the
letter shows that the verbal statements were
not being ecarried into effect. Another state-
ment had been made that there were lists of
these suitable forfeited farms that had re-
verted to the bank, lists which werc available
" for perusal so that soldiers could lock at them,
inspect the localities, and inspect farms in
degirable loealities.  This Tetter stated that
there were no soparate lists. After that de-
hate the whole matter was, howover, reorgan-
ised. T had oceasion to see the Minister and
the Premicr in connection with returned sol-
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diers, who were desirous of getting land.
Shortly after this we learnt from the Press
that there had heen a meeting of Ministers,
and that a new board had been formed. Then
we heard that Mr. Camm had been moved. L
suppose he was too energetic. This seemcd
to be another instance of competent, pushiug,
and energetic officers being placed where their
energies could not cause too mueh disturbance
to those who desired to proeced somewhat more
slowly. It was similar to the instance of Dr.
Stoward which I dealt with last session, for
Mr, Cunm was located at some place where
be could not do too much good work. A sue-
cessor was appointed to Mr, Camm, and now
the state of affnirs is different from what it
was at that time. 1 have no kuowledge that it
is any botter, or as good as it was then. One
thing which appealed to me in the interview
with the Premier, and in connection with the
difliculty in settling these men, was that the

Premier stated that much as they might
desire, by writing minutes to the bank,
that properties should be revalued, the

matter ended there, becanse the Government
were powerless to eompel the bank to have
their properties revalued. If that state of
affairs exists, it needs consideration and action.
If these revaluations cannot be made, and the
properties made available for oceupation by
returned men in localities and in eireum-
gtances which are suitable for them to be
comfortably settled and where they can make
good, the whole matter needs inquiry. Amongst
the contributions to the Fress there appeared
in the ‘‘West Auatralian'’ on 20th November
a communication from the Deputy Comptroller
of Repatriation in this State, Colonel Tilney,
in which he reviewed the letter written by an
ex-private of the 48th batallion. In that he
said the writer implied that men are indueced
by the department to remain in Perth while
unemployed; this was not so, as the depart-
ment was represented in country centres by
repatriation committees, whose duty it was to
endeavour to repatriate all returned soldiers
in their own areas. That may be the object,
but the method uwnder which the repatriation
proceeds, and the difficulties which are put
in the way of returned men getting their sus
tenanee repularly after it has been awarded
to them, all tend to hring returned men to
Perth or its immediate suburhs, so that they
can he at hand for receiving their sustenance,
T say that advisedly, becanse there is
the instance of the returned man, Mr. Glad-
stonc. with regard to whom I asked o
question in the House recently. No doult

My, Cladstone did not eare mueh about
having his name brought forward. Tt is not
for us to endeavour to gct individual

cases righted, but when such enses as this
oceur it shows that the administration is nob
what it should be. No doubt if T had moved
privately T could have had the matter reeti-
fied, and it was rectified, as soon as some stir
was made about. Tf this c¢ould happen to a
good nnd first-class man, I say these things
should he brought forward, and the adminis-
tration shown up, in order that some other
man, who perhaps does not Iknow a member of
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Parlisment and has ne omne to aet for him,
may not have to put up with the same sort of
thing. It is, therefore, inecumbent upon me,
I think, to bring forward such cages, as they
show that the administration is not what it
ghoulil Le, in order that it may Dbe im-
proved, and I hope perfected. This man about
July last asked me how to proceed. I am fully
acquainted with the proecedure and said, **The
first thing to do is to apply to the Land
Qualification Board.’’ He did that, and slmost
immediately was passed by the hoard. He was
told to come down here. He got his faro
down, and made application here for a pareel
of land. IIe received his sustenance, but had
to wait here for about a fortnight in connee-
tion with his application for a block on the
Yandanooka estate. He was not the success-
ful applicant, and had to make another appli-
sation. In connection with his first applica-
tion he got no word as to the result of it until
after he had gone to Wagin, They told him
they would advise him of the result of the
application and would see that the sustenance
wag sent on to him. He received no word as
to whether he was successful or not, until he
sent a reply paid telegram to the Returned
Soldicrs’ Sgttloment Board. He was not suve-
cesstul, and his sustenance did not go on. He
eamo to Perth to make amother ‘applieation.
Ho is a married man, but was kept for a
month without his sustenance. To this day he
hag not got it for the time that he was waiting
for the land. e has not got it because he
will not make a fuss about it. The Lands De-
partment communicated with the Repatriation
Department, and told them he had Deen un-
suecessful, and that the sustenawce ghould go
on,
Hon. C. F. Baxter (Honorary Minister):
Has he any family?

Hon, II. STEWART: No. On 2und Novem-
ber he wrote to me, but [ did not get his
letter until about the S3th November. He says—

I wouder if you would see if you could
hurry up the Repatriation Department re
my austenance. 1 made application for it
five weeks ago, and they told me it would
be all right to go to Mingenew, and it would
be posted to me. Sinee then I have heard

nothing wmore, although I wrote about it 10

days ago.

Tt was ahont the 9th November that I eon-
sulted the elerk as to wliether I could ask a
question, menfioning the uame eoncerned, with
the object of wotting information with regard
to the procednre. Notice of this question was
given on the 12th Novemher, but by the 15th
Novewler my vorrespondent was able to write
that be had reeeived a chegue for his susten-
ance.  Why should that man have heen kept
waiting for five weeks, during which he wag
spending his aceumulated savings, which shonld
have been going into his farm? He had to
keep himself all that fime, and his snstenance
was withheld from him.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That is the faunlt of the
Lepatriation Board and not the Land Settle-
nent Doavd.

Hon. 1T. STEWART: 1 quite understand
it is not a matter for the State Department.

| COUNGIL.]

The Federal representative of the Repatriation
Departmeut, however, works in econjunction
with the State department. I think the least
we could expeet is that the two departments
should work in harmony, and be mutually Lelp-
Tul to each other.

Hon. C. . Baxter (Honorary Minister) : The
State has no control over that department.

Hon, H. STEWART: The Lands Department
undertook to communieate with the Comptroller
of the Repatriation Department, and to notify
bim that this man had not been suceceysful and
that the sustenance should go on, If that bhad
been done it would have been helpful to him.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The Repatriation De-
partment and not the State Department are
responsible for the sustenance.

on, H. STHEWART: T understand that.
The Repatriation Department should have kept
the sustenance on until this man obtained hia
land. He was not in Perth to receive his sus-
tenance, and the Federal Repatriation Depart-
ment said that if the Lands Department ad-
vised them that this soldier had not obtained
his laod, the sustenanee would go on, and that
they wonld give them his new address. They
were dependent npon the Lands Department
for this information, I do not blame the
Lands Department, but T say there is some-
thing wrong between the two. 1 realise that
this is the avenue in which the State is per-
mitted to act by the Federal authorities, bLut
it secms to me that, if they so desire, the State
CGovernment could go further and assist in the
repatriation of men in addition to their settle-
ment on the land. T know they have done a
good deal in connection with the education of
soldiers’ childven. I Delieve no Govern-
ment  could lave greater sympathy for
our returned men than the members of
the present Covernment, beeanse  they
are so well and nobly  represented them-
gelves in  the Australian  Tmperial Toreea.
T mean represented by their own kith and
kin. But it scews to me that an oppertunity
was missed hefore the Federal Government
went into all the avenues of taxation, now
covercd, before there was an entertainment
tax. T think our Treasurcr eould have started
there, or even with a Juxury tax. He cm_ﬂd
have taxcd the seetion of the commumty
which is best able to bear it, and in that way
he eould have raised funds to help in the re-
patriation of soldiers. And with the funds
so ohtained the Government might have been
able to go farther than the settlement of
soldiers on the land and the voeational train-
ing work in which they are giving assistance,
and also in further extending the facilities
they are helping to provide, as for cxample
in the fitting out of prospecting parties of
soldiers. Even after the Federal Government
came in with an entertainment tax, but while
the smaller entertalmments were still exempt,
the State Treasurer could have come in on
those smaller entertainments with a tax, and
thus have raised some money for repatriation
purposes. Since he missed those opportunities,
the Federal Government have snapped them.
I think the State Treasurcr could lhelp the
repatriation of soldiers other than those on
the Iand by raising money by, say, a tax on
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luxuries or indulgencds enjoyed hy the stay-
at-home community. T onderstand that sinee
there has been a land qualifieation board and
a teturned soldier settlement hoard, the num-
ber of men who have passed the qualification
test is largely in execess of the numher that
have been settled on the land. T belicve there
are probably from 100 or 150 to 200 men
who have passed the land qualification board
and are awaiting land. TIf that is the ease,
it behoves the Government to get a move on
and help those men to acquire land.

Hon, J, Ewing: Surely that is not the
truth®

Hon, H, STEWART: Tt was true six
months ago. I eannot vouch for the figures
now, but T belicve conditions arc probably
similar. Clause 16, T think, goes too far in
providing that nll moneys advanced by the
board or by the Agricultural Bank, with in-
terest thercon till repaid, shall be a charge
on tho erops and chattels of the discharged
soldier to whom such advanees have been
made. The provision ‘‘and chattels®’ is un-
necessarily harsh. The Government would be
adequately. protected if instead of '‘chattels’?
woe had ‘‘stock and machinery or plant.’’
Where we are satisfied that the administration
in respect of returned soldiers is not what it
shonld be, it behoves us to direct attention to
it, so that the returned soldiers shall not be
subjected to avoidable delays or disabilities.

Hon, A, SANDERSON  (Metropolitan-
Buborban) [10.22]: In common with every-
ong in the commuuity we are deeply inter-
ested in this question, and most anxious to do
the proper thing both for the men and for the
State. My reading of the Bill brings me to
the conelusion that it is going to be unsatis-
factory to the scldiers and uncommonly dan-
gerous for .the State from the cash point of
view, Let ns recall that the Federal Govern-
ment are responsible for the returned soldiers,
They have accepted that responsibility fully.
Why, then, does the State now put itself in
the position that the financial burden, if there
is o foilure, will rest on Western Awnstralia
and not on the Commonwealth? We are guar-
anteeing the money which the Commonwealth
Government are to advance. I understand the
Commonwealth Government will make egertain
advances at current rate of interest to the
Government of Western Auwstralia in connee-
tion with this land settlenient, and that we
guarantec the interest, I say that is a very
improper way of handling the subject, both
from the soldiers’ point of view and from the
point of view of the State. Although the
PFederal Government have taken the responsi-
bility in regard to the returncd soldiers, I do
not see that thereby Western Australia has
escaped its responsibilitics. We are anxious
to do all in our power to assist in this work.
But in order te put the position guite elearly
and avoid this dual eontrol already referred
to by Mr, Stewart and confirmed by the Hon-
orary Minister, who intimated that as a State
we have no contrel over repatriation, surely
the proper attitude for the State department
would have heen to say to the Federal Gov-
ernment, ‘‘We will do everything we can to
assist you. We are more anxious than any
other State to see our launds settled. We have
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mere unalicnated land than any cther State, but
we (v not wish to take on a responsibility which
we ought not to bear and which we cannot
bear, and therefore, will you put us, the State
Government, in exaetly the same position as
s private landholder or private land agent, so
that the whole finaneial responsibility and
the moral respensibility will he upen you,
that no oue single soldicr will go on the land
exeept on the recommendation of n Federal
officcr. Then the position will be clearly cs-
tablished. We have the land ready, we have
skilled officers, we are anxious to get a fair
price for the land, but not the least anxious
to take the soldier down or to take you down,
but we wish the responsibility for putting
the soldier on the land and finaneing him
to rest upon you, the Federal Government,
who have apenly told us that you accept the
regponsibility.’” I ask hon. members to look
at Clanse 15. If I understand that aright,
1t means that money will be advanced by the
Commonwealth Government to the State Gov-
ernment at current rate of interest. T thank

~the leader of the llouse for those nods he

gives, but it is vory important that ome
should be vight in these matters. I ask hon.
memhers to listen to this, Tt is not a gues-
tion of party Government, but it is the one
ohiect of helping the soldiers and of protect-
jug the State of Western Awstralin,  The
leader of the Honse has told us in words of
his owu that that is the procedure—the
Feders]l Government will advance to the
State at ewrrent rate of interest. But what
is going to he cuerent rate of interest? It is
uncomitonly near six per cent, The import-
ant thing is to know what the current rate
will be, and most of us agree that it is not

going to be less than six per cent. It cer-
tainly vannot be five per cent.
The COLONTAL SECRETARY: T think it

will be less than gix per cent,

Hon. A. BANDERSON: T certainly hope
so, and T do not wish to put anything into
the pietorve that will make it darker than
it really should be. Tt ug assume a rate
of five per cent. Somebody is going to Jose
over it if the rate is five per cent. West-
ern  Australin gets that moncy—whether a
million sterling or a hundred pounds does
not matter—at five per cent. from the Com-
mouwealth Goverminent, What are we going
to o with it? Advance it ont to the soldier
and oniy charge him for such advance—and
very properly too—not merc than 314 per
cent. for the first year, four per eent. for the
sccond year, and so on. It is a very proper
provigion for the soldier that he should not he
compelled to pay the full rate of interest.
or to repay the eapital. But whe is going to
loge on the denl? We get the money at five
per eent., and we are going to charge the
goldier 314 per cent. for the first year. Who
is going to make up the difference of 1%
per eent.§

The Colonial Secrctary: The Common-
wealth and the State, in equal moieties,

Hon, A. SANDERSON: Why should
Western Australia make up one moiety? The
responsibility has been acknowledged by the
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Federal Government. They should ecarry
their burden. They are ready to earry their
burden. We eannot carry their burden. If
wo attempt to do so, it simply means one
more stonz round our neek. That is why T
do not like thiz Bill. T put these things for-
ward with some hesitation, beeause I know
hon, members are very Lkeen abont this
nmeasure—just as keen 28 I am. But I fail
to see how Western Australin is going to be
fairly treated, or how the soldiers are going
to be fairly treated. The best commentary
on this Bill is that Indestries Assistance
Board report to which T have referred. I
tried to get hold of the copy laid on the
Table, but soweone ¢lse hns possession of it.
Tt is greatly to be regretted that a lot of
those reports are not circulated.

Efoun. J. Ewing: Tt is not printed.

Hon, A. BANDERSBON: |No; but I am
not going to make a formal complaint about
that, though I regret extremely that the re-
port is not before us now, because for the
understanding of the question of land settle-

ment in Western Australia, and of the flnan--

cial responsibility in which we have involved
ourselves, that report is essential. Possibly,
a8 one who wishes to save time, I had better
stop there. But 1 hopc I have made myseclf
clear to hon. members, I hope that any hon.
member who has been good encugh to listen to
me will give consideration to that aspeet of
the question. No one will be better pleased
than myself if events turn out somewhat dif-
ferently from what I expect. However, it
is the broad principle of dealing with this
affair, in whiclh both our honour and our in-
terests are involved. Getting information as
to the position, eoupled with the knowledge
we ought to have of what is going on in the
country, and remembering the references
made to the Federal fictor in this matter
by the Colouial Seerctary in his admirable
speech introducing the Bill, T must confess
my helief that that aspect of the question
deserves the very fullest comsideration of hon.

members, The other point which possibly
does mot come imto the Committee
stage, or possibly mot into the secona
reading stage, of this Bill, although
it must be mentioned, i3 as  regards
goldiers other than those eoming under
this Bill, Onec docs not expect the im-

possible, and therefore ene dees nat expect
to find in what is practieally o Land Bill
any reference to soldiers who cannot or will
not take up Iand. Bet what iz the position
so far as they arc concerned? They ecannot,
evidently, be treated worse than the land
applicant soldier. They ought to be, and
musgt be, put on the same kind of terms, on
terms of equality with the soldier who ap-
plies for land. Say a soldier wishes to go
in for pearl fishing; T do not see how we can
say to him, ‘‘While we are willing to ad-
vanee £500 to the soldier applying for land,
we will not give o penny picee to yon.”’

The Coloninl Serretary: Nceither
done,

is that

[COUNCIL,]

Hon. A, SANDERSON: But what will it
involve in the way of financial liability if
Western Australia is going

The Colomial Secretary: The TFederal Gov-
ernment do that,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: That is very valu-
able information, but it is all the wore rea-
son why the TFederal Government shucid be
asked to do the same as regards land settle-
ment. I will leave that matter to the con-
sideration of hon. members who will deal
with the subject from other points of view.
We are all interested in the soldiers, and T
am likewise intorested in the land question,
to which I have given some little attention;
and I must own that this Bil alarms me.
There is a possible solution of this Bill,
though it iz with some trepidation thai T
advance that solufion. One does not like to
suggest that in this matter the Government
are netuated by any hut the highest motives.
T think that must be so; I am sare I think it
i3 so. But we know the frailty of human
nature, and it is possible, in view of the
finaneial embarrassment of the Coleniul
Treasurer, of the Government, and of the
country, that the Government may say to
themsclves, **'We will take all the money woe
can get from the Federal Government, and
never mind the terms.”’ T hesitate to sug-
gest that explanation, but it secms to me the
only possible explanation of our taking such
a serions responsibility on enr shonlders. I
will try and pot the matter in the best way
I can, beecanse T at once admit that the Gov-
ernment must he actuated by high motives in
dealing with the soldiers. But 1 thinl the
Government must be earried away with Lhig
iden, “We are in diffienities with land set-
tlement in Western Australia at present, but
if we ean get morc eash to carry.on with all
will be well.”? In taking that view they
would be justified to a certain oxtent, having
regard to the history of the land industry
in Australia. Anyone acquainted with thnt
history knows perfectly well that these ter-
ribie reversals do oeecur., There are banks
and rabbits and dronghts, but if ome can
carry on one gets up again and forgets all
about the bad conditions of the past. Tha
Government possibly are carried away with
the idea that the whole country is committed
to such an gnormous expense in a policy of
land setflement, and our financial pogition,
to say nothing of the reputation of the Gav-
ernment, is g0 eompletely at stake, that we
must make one more desperate effort to pall
things together, and if we do not succeed,
well, then it is going to be the deluge. That
ia my reading of the Bill hefore the House.
T will withdraw anything that hurts the sus-
ceptibilities of the Government. If I have
made a single suggestion that theve i3 any
bad motive, or any deliberate attempt to
play a trick either on the countiy or on &he
soldier, T withdraw the suggestion. Tf T bave
conveved even a hint of that Find, T with-
draw it unreservedly. But I do say that the
points of view I have mentioned call for
congideration. TFirst of all, there is the Fed-
cral respongibility, There iz the danger in-
volved to this State by the proposals of this
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Bill. Thirdly, there is the fact that all sol-
diers other than land applicauts are, as ud-
mitted by the leader of this House, to re-
ceive equal treatment with the land appli-
cauts. As regards financial vesponsibility
for soldicrs other than land applieants, the
State Government have none.

Hon. J, Ewing: But they can take the res-
ponsibility if they like.

Hon, A, SANDERSON: But they are not
going te do so. Why should they? They
have enough responsibility under this Bill. I
have tried to see whother the opimions I
have expressed eould be incorporated in this
measure, whether by Committee work they
e¢ould be incorporated in it, assuming for the
moment that I can induce hon. members to
look at the matter from that point of view,
I have studied the Bill with a view to whe-
ther it ean be amended in those directions.
But I doubt very mueh whether, even with

the most skilled assistance, which, fortu-
nately, we have available here, it would
be possible to incorporate in  this Bill,

as it stands, the views I have put forward.
T do not think they can be incorporated in the
Bill and thereforo my remarks in Committce
will be very brief indeed. T sincerely trust
that members who have been good emoungh to
listen to what I have said will look into that
aspeet of the matter and will see whether
there is not 2 good deal to be considered in
the attitude I have taken wp and the sugges-
tions I have ventured to make.

Hon. .J. DUFFELL {Metropolitan-Subuy-
ban) [10.47]: In nccordance with the wish ex-
pressed by the lender of the House that wo
should get on as far as poseible with this Bill
to-night, I intend to make a few remarks, not-
withgtanding the fact that we have had a long
sitting and that most of us feel somewhat
weary. At the same timg I realise that the
Bill is of such great importance that it be-
loves members, even at some disndvantage
to themselves, to do all they possibly can to
facilitate the passage of the measure with ag
little delay as possible. T was nmeh im-
pressed and deeply interested by the remarks
mide by the OColonial Secretary when he
moved the sceond reading of the Bill. T say
without hesitation it was a privilege to hon.
meinhers to have the opportunity of listening
to that gentleman’s magnificent address. T
realise that much of the success of thia Bill
will depend upon the composition of the
board which it is proposed to appoint. In
supparting the second reading T fecl sure that
hon, members will realise we have 2 mandate
from the people whom we represent to do all
we ean in the dircetion of helping returned
soldiers. YWhen we realise the responses which
Western Aunstralian has made during the past
four yenrs in every direction we surely will
not fail at this juneture to do our duty in the
dirgetion of making preparation, in faet more
than the 1ill proposes, if it is within oor
power fo do so to nassist those who fought
8¢ gallantly and who won such glory for Aus-
tralia and Western Australia in particular, T
said Western Australia in particular, beecause
I realise that Western Australians who volun-
teered in sueh great numbers fought so well
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in the Eleventh and Sixteenth Battalions and
in the attillery and other arms of the service.
We feel proud that we have been able to do
something in the direction of keeping the
wheels of industry moving while those brave
men were doing their duty on the battlefields
of Burope and Palestine. The Colonial See-
retary remarked that it was the duty of overy-
one to find satisfactory and remunerative em-
ployment for the returned men. We realise
that we all have that duty to perform, noi-
withstanding the faet that it Las been pointed
out that we are passing through times of
great stress and finaneial trouble. But we
realise flso that whilst we have been doing our
part to keep those men provided with all the
necessuries, we have not yet finished our duty,
and that duty will not be completed until we
have done whatever we can to reinstate those
men in civil life and provide them with ths
means of livelihood suitable to their physical
conditions. I am very pleased indeed also that
the Bill embraces men from New Zenland.
Last year it was my privilege to be in the
Dominien, and during my wanderings there T
eame cross scldiers who then had returned
anid whe were doing home serviee dnty, It
was surprising to me to find that many of the
men whom I met had a knowledge at that time
of the conditious whiclh were prevailing in
Western Australia as to the acquiring of land,
the indueements which were heing offered by
the Governnient, and many of them realised
that they could do better by leaving New Zea-
land and coming to Western Australia to set-
tle on the land. I am pleased, therefore, that
the Bill proposes to extend to soldiers from
other parts of the Commonwealth and Neow
Zealand the same facilities for acquiring land
in Western Australin, I realise that the State
Parliament has a duty to perform, and it is
regrettable that we have not carlier entered
upon our dwties in that direetion. Mr. Cor-
nell spoke of the disappointments which were
being felt by returned men who were going
about {from place to place endeavouring to find
cmployment but without suecess. T know that
maony must be feeling keen disappointment
at the counditions prevailing at the present
time, but it is not possible for merchants and
others to always find employment for men
when they come along. T know in my own
small way T have been obliged, to my sorrow,
to turn away a number of men who have ap-
plied to me for work, I Qo think, however,
that the opportunity could be availed of to
give relitef if the (overnment werc to awake
to the pessibilitics of previding employment
for those men who are physieally capable
of elearing the land which is to be oceupied
later on by returned soldiers, There is a good
deal of land in this State that ecould be
clenred  without the employment of very
arduous mannal labour. There is land in the
ranges close by which is highly sunitable for
fruit culture and on which the Government
have already spent some money by way of
surveying and classifying, and it now awaits
clearing before men can be placed on it. Un-
less this land is cleared within the next few
months, it means that a whole year will pass
before the men can be settled on the fertile
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gullies there and make a commencement in
the way of earning their livelihood. The State
Government eould well spemndd some of the
money which they have at their disposal by
finding employment for those men who are
willing and able to take on that kind of work.
The Colonial Seeretary remarked that the
peviod of repatriation should be looked wpon
as a period of opportunities. I gquite realiso
that. It should be a period of opportunities,
but when one takes inte consideration the faet
that this Bill only provides opportunities in a
cortain direetion, T think that the Government
can very well turn their attention to other
avennes, We cannot expect all these rcturned
men to be ready and willing to enter upon a
eourse of instruction as provided for in Clange
9 of the Bill, whereby they would have to ob-
tain a qualifieation certifieate before they
were permitted to enter uponm even the condi-
tions for acquiring land. We cannot expect
all returned men to go in for the cultivation
of land. There are othor avenues which will
have to be opened up and other means of em-
ployment will have to be provided. T am given
to understand that on the troop ships, before
the disembarkation of the men, the question
js nsked the wmen what kind of work they
would like to cngage on. It is surprising to
find the number and variety of answers which
are given. A man called upon me n few days
ago and he said he was tired of waiting for
a teply to the form which he had filled in.
This man was a pastryecol; he was qualificd
in all branches of that work, and he stated he
would like to be assisted in the direction of
establishing a small business. He waited un-
til he was tired of waiting and eventually was
suceessful in getting employment, not in his
own line of business, but at a sufficiently re-
munerative wage to enable him fo nake a
home for his wife and family. That is only
an illustration, but the fact remaing that there
are many avenwtres which have not heen ex-
ploited and which have not been considered
to enable the returned men to obtain a liveli-
hood. The Bill which is before us is worthv
of our best cousideration and support. and we
can only hope that when in Committee the
clauses will receive such attention that the
Bill will he made all the better for the close
consideration which it will be given. The
period of demobilisation must not be a period
of stagnation. I agree with that. This can
best be Lrought about when we take into con-
sideration the eonditions prevailing, Western
Anstralin, and Australia generally, have per-
formed a gallant part, and these who re-
mained behind have helped to supply the
silver bullets which were neeessary to earry
on tn a successful issue the war which has
terminated to our entire satisfaction. Whilst
Great Britain and ber Allies were not Fespon-
gible for the war, and comsidering the fact
that the cities of the German Empirc were
not devastated ns the cities of Francs were,
1t‘seems to me that it wonld be only a just
thing, and onr due, that when the terms of
peace are being considercd, Australia should
be indemnified to the oxtent of the interest
and sinking fund she has hecome liable for,
and that one of the conditions laid down by
our represenfatives at the Peace Conference
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ghould be that this matter should be taken
into consideration. I am not in order in
stating this on the floor of the House, but I
realise, after long consideration, that it would
be just for the future generatioms of Aua-
tralia that they should not be saddled with
the expense of finding interest and sinking
fund for something like £300,000,000 sterling.
an expenditure which has been brought about
through no fault of our own. Those who have
beeu the meang of ecausing us to spend such
an enormous sum of money, and who have
been the means of cur sacrificing the best of
our manhood and the flower of our land,
should he mads to pay the piper after having
ealled the tune. T liope we will have the satis-
faction, when the peace terms are fully eon-
sillered, of Australia heing indemmified to the
extent, ns T have snid, of her interest and
ginking fend, and that this will be part and
pareel of the indemnity. Mr. Lynn also re-
ferred to the soldiers who enlisted having
dobts or mortgages on their properties, I re-
alise that this should be one of the factors
brought prominently under the notice of the
hoard when this particular board is formed,
and that it should consider the just claima of
all those brought under its notice. There is
also another point which has been lost sight
of. There is a particular instance known to
hion. members in which the father consented
to his sons going to the war. He probably
had eugaged in tilling the land and in farm-
ing operations, relying upon the energies and
strength of his hoys to enable him to get
through auceessfnlly, When his sons heard
their conntry’s call they went awny and paid
the supreme sacrifice. -Surely this mnst be a
case worthy of attention on the part of the
board, when they are considering the provis-
iong of the Bill, and as to how far the claims
of parents, such ng the father I have men-
tioned, should receive just consideration. I
trust these peoints will be noted by the leader
of the Housge, and if he can see his way clear
to emhody them by means of amendments in
Committee, they will have my favourable ¢on-
sideration and support. T am heartily in ae-
eord with the Bill so far as it goes. I am
gorry it does mnot provide ways and means
wherchy employment may be furnished, for
other men, who are just ns much entitled to
congidaernation as those whe go upon the land.
T hwe the Bill will pass through its different
gtacres this session, and that we will have the
satis'nction of lknowing that we have done
somethine  towards helping these men when
thev return and assisting them into eivil life
ence again. I support the sceond reading of
the Bil.

On motion by Hon. J. A. Greig, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 11.6 p.m.



